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BOLD AND COURAGEQUS

JOSHUA AND THE NEXT GENERATION




Episode 6: New Commitments: Memorial Stones, Circumcision and Passover

I. The Stone Markers (Ebenezers) (4:1–11, 20–24): Joshua builds two stone memorials commemorating the Israelites’ crossing of the Jordan.

a. Joshua 4:2 “Take twelve men from the people, from each tribe a man, … So these stones shall be to the people of Israel a memorial forever.” 
b. First pile (Ebenezer)  (4:1–8, 20–24)

i. God’s order (4:1–5): One man from each of the 12 tribes is chosen to take a stone from the riverbed. On the west bank of the Jordan, the men pile the 12 stones.

ii.  God’s objective (4:6–8, 20–24): The stones are to serve as a memorial to later generations that the Lord separated the Jordan River for the Israelites to cross.

b. Second (Ebenezer) (4:9–11): Joshua builds this monument, also of 12 stones, in the middle of the riverbed where the priests stood.

c.  The Place of Encampment (4:19): The Israelites’ first camp in Canaan is in Gilgal, near Jericho.

d. Stones and the Stone Tablets of the Law?

II. The Exaltation of Joshua (4:14): God now exalts Joshua in the eyes of Israel, just as he promised. Joshua 4:14 On that day the Lord exalted Joshua in the sight of all Israel, and they stood in awe of him just as they had stood in awe of Moses, all the days of his life. 
III. The Panic of the Canaanites (5:1): The Amorites and Canaanites are paralyzed with fear after learning of the Jordan river crossing!

a. Joshua 5:1 … their hearts melted and there was no longer any spirit in them because of the people of Israel. 
b. Remember Rahab’s Words: (2:8-11) 8 Before the men lay down, she came up to them on the roof 9 and said to the men, “I know that the Lord has given you the land, and that the fear of you has fallen upon us, and that all the inhabitants of the land melt away before you. 10 For we have heard how the Lord dried up the water of the Red Sea before you when you came out of Egypt, and what you did to the two kings of the Amorites who were beyond the Jordan, to Sihon and Og, whom you devoted to destruction. 11 And as soon as we heard it, our hearts melted, and there was no spirit left in any man because of you, for the Lord your God, he is God in the heavens above and on the earth beneath. 

IV. The Purification of the People (5:2–9): God instructs the circumcision of the entire male population. 
a. Joshua 5:2-5 At that time the Lord said to Joshua, “Make flint knives and circumcise the sons of Israel a second time.” 3 So Joshua made flint knives and circumcised the sons of Israel at Gibeath-haaraloth. 4 And this is the reason why Joshua circumcised them: all the males of the people who came out of Egypt, all the men of war, had died in the wilderness on the way after they had come out of Egypt. 5 Though all the people who came out had been circumcised, yet all the people who were born on the way in the wilderness after they had come out of Egypt had not been circumcised. 

b. Genesis 17:10-14 – God first commands Abraham and his descendants to practice circumcision.
c. Why now? Was it wise? 
V. The Passover of the Lamb (5:10): Israel observes Passover for the first time in the Promised Land.

a. Joshua 5:10–12 (ESV): 10 While the people of Israel were encamped at Gilgal, they kept the Passover on the fourteenth day of the month in the evening on the plains of Jericho. 
b. Passover: God is both ending the wilderness punishment and reminding them of the exodus promises and power. Parallel between the Red Ribbon and the Passover.
c. The celebration of Passover is both a  Celebration of Remembrance and a Warning to Jericho and the rest of the Canaanites.
VI. The Provisions from the Land (5:11–12): The manna now ceases to appear, but Israel is able to live off the abundant crops of Canaan. 
a. 11 And the day after the Passover, on that very day, they ate of the produce of the land, unleavened cakes and parched grain. 12 And the manna ceased the day after they ate of the produce of the land. And there was no longer manna for the people of Israel, but they ate of the fruit of the land of Canaan that year.
b. “The end of Egypt." The end at the exodus and the wilderness. The wilderness punishment is over.

VII. Rites of passage and Parallels

i. Joshua/ Moses

ii. Jordan/ Red Sea

iii. Passover

iv. Standing stones (Stone Tablets of the Law) 

v. Circumcision (Covenant Relationship)
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