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Pastor’s Article

As a congregation, we spent an entire year 
(2021) learning and celebrating the history 
of First Presbyterian Church. We learned 
through newsletter articles, sermons, 
Sunday school classes, special publications, 
special speakers, events, and numerous 
informal conversations. We gave the time 
and set aside the energy to learn about the 
important events and faithful people who 
founded and guided this church.

One of the reasons for this year-long 
celebration was to connect both newcomers 
and long-time members with our heritage 
and our Savior in a deeper way. We wanted 
everyone to know this church better and 
love her more.

The Bible makes the case that knowledge 
and love are deeply connected. The better 
we know something or someone, the more 
we can love it (or them); and, the more we 
love someone, the more we want to know 
that person.

Beginning on February 1st, our nation 
and community will once again observe 
Black History Month. The first observance 
of Black history month took place at 
Kent State University in January, 1970. 
Six years later, Black History Month was 
being celebrated all across the country in 
educational institutions, centers of Black 
culture and communities. President Gerald 
Ford recognized Black History Month in 
1976, during the celebration of the United 
States Bicentennial. He urged Americans 
to "seize the opportunity to honor the 
too-often neglected accomplishments of 
Black Americans in every area of endeavor 
throughout our history." (Wikipedia)

I was inspired to write about Black history 
month for several reasons.

On the one hand, our earliest church 
records indicate that African-Americans 
were active in the First Presbyterian Church 
of San Antonio from the very beginning. 

Session records indicate that there were 
11 “colored communicants” in the church 
in 1856. We have record of Louise Vance, 
Amanda Richie, Pauline Castle, Amanda 
Jane Brown, Phoebe Rutledge, Mary 
Matthews, and William Matthews. We even 
know that there were black members who 
were ordained and installed as elders. The 
first three were William Reed, Charles Richie, 
Bedford Lytle.

On the other hand, we know very little 
about these disciples. Beyond the first 
generation, we are not certain of their 
names or legal status (slave or free). We 
also know that the congregation was 
segregated by 1860. It is unclear whether 
this segregation was imposed because of 
race, or space limitations of the original “old 
Adobe” building.

The men and women listed here are part of 
our history. Not just “black history,“ but the 
history of our First Presbyterian Church. We 
know a great deal about our Pastors, white 
elders, and white members, but what about 
these others?

I did not use the word "others" casually 
or by mistake. I used it because within the 
context of FPC history, the disciples listed 
represent a small, almost forgotten minority 
of our membership and leadership. They 
are the “other” Presbyterians who were 

laboring right beside the more well known 
and prominent disciples of our story.

Recently, David Rogers gave me a book by 
Arthur Brooks titled, Love Your Enemies. It 
is a book addressing the root causes and 
hopeful answers to America's deep social 
and cultural divisions. In the book, the 
author wrote:

In his Summa Theologica, Saint Thomas 
Aquinas said, "To love is to will the good of 
the other." The modern philosopher Michael 
Novak refines this further by adding two 
words: "To love is to will the good of the 
other as other."

If you are a white Presbyterian, or not 
African American, the point of Black History 
Month is not to learn a separate history, or 
someone else’s history but to appreciate 
people within our common history. It is to 
love the other in their distinction, not trying 
to erase the distinction or ignore it, but to 
appreciate it.

Jesus said, "you shall love your neighbor 
as you love yourself." (Matthew 22:39). At 
First Presbyterian we cannot love ourselves 
without or Love the City, the nations or 
our neighbors without learning about and 
celebrating all of the saints who built and 
carried this church.

 As I approach Black History Month this 
year, I want to do so by remembering that 
it is not about politics but about learning to 
love and to love more as we learn more.

Black history is a reminder to pay attention 
to the “other” stories of our history—to 
seek out the stories and learn the lessons 
of those African American members and 
leaders who Loved Christ, Loved one 
another and Loved the City.

Grace and Peace,

Did You Learn Something New?
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Save the Date
DISCOVER, KNOW, JOINFPC!

Interested in learning more about FPC San Antonio or 
joining us as a Covenant Partner?  Sign up for the Dis-
cover, Know, JoinFPC! Spring program begins Sunday, 
March 20. For more information or to register: https://
fpcsanantonio.org/how-to-join/

WINTER 2022 MINISTRY GUIDE

Now updated for winter! Check out all of our Sunday 
school classes, Bible Studies, programs and many 
more ways to get connected at FPC. We look forward 
to seeing you this winter at FPC! Visit fpcsanantonio.
org/winter2022 to view or download the Winter 2022 
Ministry Guide.

PASTOR’S BIBLE STUDY

BOLD AND COURAGEOUS: JOSHUA AND THE 
NEXT GENERATION

Wednesdays | 6:30 PM – 7:30 PM | Covenant Hall

Thursdays | 9:30 AM – 11:30 AM | Covenant Hall or 
Livestream via www.fpcsanantonio.org 

After decades in the Wilderness, God fulfilled his cov-
enant and sent the people into the land He had prom-
ised. But, it was not easy. There was work to do and 
they were opposed at every turn. The people learned 
that following the way of the Lord is always a challenge. 
So the Lord gave them a new leader to guide them and 
charged Him to be bold and courageous as they moved 
into their new home. This Winter the Pastor’s Bible 
Study (PBS), led by Dr. Bob Fuller, will grapple with 
and join Joshua and the people of Israel as they move 
into the promised land and fight for their physical and 
spiritual survival. Contact: Lellen Lane: lellenlane@aol.
com, (210) 860-1395 (to be placed in small groups for 
discussion following the general session)

DIVORCECARE

Wednesdays | January 5 – March 30 | 6:00 PM

DivorceCare is a video seminar series featuring some 
of the nation’s foremost Christian experts on divorce 
and recovery topics as seen from a biblical perspec-
tive. The video seminars are combined with support 
group discussions of the materials presented during 

the video. Contact Butch Gerfers at 210-862-9998 or 
gerfers@flash.net. For more info: divorcecare.org/
about or divorcecare.org/groups/142471

LITERATURE CIRCLE 

Tuesday, February 8 | 1:00 PM | Westminster Hall

The FPC Literature Circle will meet in Westmin-
ster Hall for a presentation of the book, A Stranger 
Among Saints: Stephen Hopkins, The Man Who 
Survived Jamestown & Saved Plymouth, by author 
Jonathan Mack, and presented by Hank Cherry. 
Men and women of all faiths are invited. The social 
half-hour begins at 1:00 PM followed by the re-
view at 1:30 PM. For more information please visit 
fpcsanantonio.org/literature-circle

PARENT’S NIGHT OUT

Friday, February 11 | 5:00 PM - 8:00 PM

(drop-off starts at 5:45 pm) | Assembly Room

Children ages 0-5th grade are welcome to join us for 
this fun evening! $5.00 per Child Drop off your kids 
at FPC for some fun! We will provide popcorn and 
a movie. Please pack your child’s dinner and send 
them in their PJs! They can also bring their blankets 
and pillows! Children must be picked up no later 
than 8:00 pm. 

7-11 YOUTH GATHERING

Friday, February 11 | 7:00-11:00 PM | Student 
Center

Come join us on Friday, February 11 from 7:00-11:00 
PM for our first 7-11 of 2022! All students and friends 
in grades 6-12 are invited to participate. Food, 
games, and fun will be available! Contact Alex Clary 
at alexc@fpcsat.org or Kerri Napoli at kerrin@fpcsat.
org for more information.

2021-2022 NEW COVENANT PARTNERS!

 Sunday, February 20 | 5:00 PM - 6:30 PM 

Please join us for a casual evening of fellowship at 
the home of Don Test. Drop by for light bites, drinks, 
and time to connect with others who are new to FPC 
as well as with members of the Connections Com-
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mittee, FPC Pastors and Staff. Contact Daniella Couch at 
daniellem.couch@gmail.com to RSVP and more infor-
mation.

WOMEN’S FAITH GATHERING

Sunday, February 20, 2022 | 6:00 PM-8:00 PM

Join other FPC women for an evening of fellowship and 
sharing. We will hear testimonies of God’s faithfulness 
in the faith stories of Sidney Wilkins and Jennie Brooks. 
This Faith Gathering will be held at the home of Janet 
Hornberger (805 College Boulevard, 78209). For more 
information, contact Judy Kruger (judykruger@sbcglob-
al.net, 210-857-0122) or Marti Seal (mseal3385@gmail.
com).

YOUNG FAMILIES GOSPEL COMMUNITY GROUP

Beginning Sunday, February 27 | 12:15 PM - 
2:00 PM | Geneva Room

Join other families with young kids for fellowship, Bible 
Study, and prayer! We will be studying Grace-Filled 
Parenting by Paul David Tripp. Feel free to order a copy 
of the book ahead of time, or we’ll give you a copy (with a 
donation) when you come! Hope you can join us! Child-
care and lunch (for parents) will be provided. Please 
pack a lunch for your children. Contact: Briana Damrow 
at brianadamrow@gmail.com for more info.

MEN'S MINISTRY QUARTERLY DINNER

Sunday, February 27 | 5:30 PM | Chris Madrid's

More information to come. Contact Richard Peacock at 
richard@dinewithduo.com, (210) 824-0511.

A CHRISTIAN PARENTING ENRICHMENT SEMINAR

Friday, March 25, 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM 

Saturday, March 26, 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM

6:00 PM - 8:00 PM | FPC San Antonio

Dr. Chap Clark has been invited to come and engage our 
parents and offer encouragement for our parents on how 
to disciple their kids from home in order to live Christlike 
in a secular world. Additionally, special guests who make 
up various expert categories, such as Pediatrics, Family 
Counseling, and School Administrators will be present 
to give their analysis of the impact kids are facing today. 
The two-day conference will also include testimony from 
parents on important parenting topics. Contact Rozlyn 
Miller at  rozlynm@fpcsat.org for more information.

ISRAEL 2022

In November of 2022, Join Bob and Morgan Fuller on a 
pilgrimage of faith and adventure to Israel. The trip will 
be led by Dr. Mike Fanning. Those who have travelled 
with Mike know about his passion and expertise for 
introducing men and women of faith to the places where 
God met, challenged and blessed his people.

The group will leave San Antonio on November 7, 2022, 
and return on November 16, 2022. If you are interested, 
please check out the Detailed trip and registration infor-
mation available through MBF Enterprises Inc (mikefan-
ning.com).
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WOMEN OF THE CHURCH

Circle Chairs & 
Bible Moderators 

Circle 1/12
Suzanne Thomas, Chair (210-846-3240)

Grace Labatt, Moderator
Third Monday, 11:30 a.m., Geneva Room (with meal) 

Fourth Monday in January

Circle 5
Kay Weber, Co-Chair

 (210-288-5290)
Mary Fruge-Medford, Co-Chair

 (210-823-7054)
SHAWL MINISTRY

Third Wednesday, 1:00 p.m., Room 228

Circle 6
Jean Parsons, Chair (210-240-7483)

Members of Circle, Moderators
Third Tuesday, 1:30 p.m., McCullough Room

Circle 7
Mary Ellen Mauze, Chair (210-844-5549)

Pat O'Neill, Moderator
Third Tuesday, 11:30 am, in the home of Sheila Murray 

Circle 8
Members of Circle Moderators and Co-Chairs

Second Friday, 11:30 am, with lunch
Call Nona Hall for information (210-274-2643)

Circle 9
Ann Smith, Chair (210-822-2440)
Members of Circle, Moderators
Third Tuesday, 10:00 a.m., Breakfast Room 

Circle 11
Jean Swanson, Chair (210-826-0766)
Members of Circle, Moderators
Fourth Monday, 6:30 pm, in the home of
Linda Ruhmann
Circle 13
Grace Clouse, Chair, Moderator (734-718-7057)
LITERATURE CIRCLE
Second Tuesday, 1:00 p.m., McCullough Room

Circle 14
Karen Carawan, Chair (210-213-4589)
Suzie Simpson, Moderator
Feb. 28, 12:00 pm, St. Andrews Room (with meal)

Circle 18
Char-An Witten, Chair (210-341-1856)
CIRCLE OF CONCERN 
Small home baked cookies always needed 
for receptions
Volunteers for help with receptions needed

Circle 20
Muffin Camp, Chair (210-789-1808)
CIRCLE OF SERVICE
Volunteers to make/take meals needed

LOVING ONE ANOTHER
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“A voice of one calling: ‘In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord,   Make straight in the desert a highway for our God.’”

Isaiah 40:3

I have always been fascinated with John the Baptist. He is actually the last prophet, and his birth and heritage are somewhat similar 
to Jesus.’ They were first cousins and likely grew up knowing each other well. John from an early age shows great depth in his faith. 
We see this in Jesus at 12 when he remains behind at the temple in Jerusalem to talk to the rabbis. John chooses a radical lifestyle 
when his ministry begins and Jesus goes his own way with his disciples contrary to the beliefs of the Pharisees and Sadducees. John 
has a secret though and he is desperate to tell it! Isn’t that the way with secrets; you want people to know. When he baptizes Jesus, 
he knows exactly who is coming and how we should welcome him. The scriptural phrase, prepare the way of the Lord, for me has a 
great deal to do with the readiness of our hearts to accept, praise and emulate the nature of our Lord, Jesus Christ. Easter is a little 
late this year - Sunday, April 17. We have time to prepare the way and make straight the highway. Bible study, prayer and fellowship at 
church are perfect tools.

Women of the Church has planned several events to welcome Easter, spring and the resurrection of our Lord Jesus. Please plan 
to be with us on March 28 for our Spring Luncheon. Our speaker will be Ashlee Kinsel - author, Bible study teacher and blogger. We 
anticipate her presentation with great excitement. Our luncheon will be in Westminster Hall at 11:30 AM. The cost is $25 and our 
lovely table decorations will be for sale for $40. We were sorry to have to cancel our Ladies Night Out, but we hope to reschedule 
soon. Our plan is to be as careful as needed for COVID 19 prevention. In the dead of winter throughout most of the country, we must 
admit South Texas is a lovely home. Women of the Church prays that all of our families will stay safe and healthy.

In Christ Alone,

Janet Wernli
President
Women of the Church
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LOVING ONE ANOTHER

Feb. 11 Peter Baron  America and the Revolution

Feb. 18 Rick Cavender and His Band

Feb. 25 Birthday Lunch at the Menger                                                                                                   

February Events

KEEPING EVERYONE YOUNG IN SPIRIT

In January, we enjoyed our visit with Tim Morrow from the San Antonio Zoo. We hope to 

schedule a KEYS trip to the Zoo in the spring.  

In February, we will hear from our own Lindsay Selli to learn how she is serving at 

FPC. Peter Baron will be back with his muzzle Loader, and we are excited to hear Rick 

Cavender and his band.

Our onsite lunch cost has increased to $13. Make your reservation by calling the 

church office.

Rev. Dr. Joe Moore 
Minister for Older Adults and Congregational Care 

Coming in March:

March 4  Nancy Gerfers to awaken the artist in each of us

March 11  Carrie Everson director of Young Adults and Young Women at FPC

March 18 March Birthday Lunch returns to Comfort Cafe

Live Streaming

Watch for the link via email.

Friday Fitness with Jacqi Crow

Friday Fitness will continue via Zoom. This makes it easier for those who are not venturing out to continue participating 

and is easier for Jacqi to manage. She will send a reminder email each week with the link to the zoom room. There is also 

a room at the church set up with a computer that will be connected in so you don’t have to rush to participate in KEYS.
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FIRST CUP READINGS 

Dear Family in Christ,
First Cup is designed to assist you in the habit of daily Bible reading and prayer. The name is to remind you that as you reach for your first cup of morning coffee or tea, 
reach also for your Bible and prayer list.  The prayers at the beginning of each week are taken from hymns, sometimes found in obscure hymnals in my library.  They are 
intended to be read as your beginning prayer, to focus your mind on the daily readings that follow. May this spiritual discipline strengthen you as you face each day.

Let the morning bring me word of your unfailing love, for I have put my trust in you. Show me the way I should go, for to you I lift up my soul.— Psalm 143:8

1 Psalm 20; Proverbs 15:29; Jeremiah 33:2-3; Psalm 
37:4 

2 Psalm 21; Proverbs 3
3 Psalm 22; Hebrews 5:7-10; Philippians 2:5-11 
4 Psalm 23; John 10
5 Psalm 24; Hebrews 12:14-19
6 Psalm 25; James 1:1-12 In heavenly love abiding, 

no change my heart shall fear. And safe is such 
confiding, for nothing changes here. The storm may 
roar without me, my heart may low be laid, but God 
is round about me, and can I be dismayed? Wherever 
He may guide me, no want shall turn me back. My 
Shepherd is beside me, and nothing can I lack. His 
wisdom ever waketh, His sight is never dim; He 
knows the way I taketh, and I will walk with him. 
(The Hymnbook, #417)

7 Psalm 26; Psalm 1:1-3; James 4:4
8 Psalm 27; Psalm 90:13-16
9 Psalm 28; 2 Timothy 4:9-18
10 Psalm 29; 2 Chronicles 20:1-30
11  Psalm 30; 2 Corinthians 4:16-18
12  Psalm 31; 27:5; Job 5:17-27
13  Psalm 32; James 5:13-19 The steps of those whom He 

approves are ordered by the Lord; And though they 
fall, held by His hand, they yet shall be restored. 
I have not seen, though since my youth full many 
years have fled, the saint forsaken, nor beheld His 
children begging bread. The children of the merciful 
find blessings kept in store; Depart from evil and 
do good, and live forevermore. Wait on the Lord 
and keep His way, And then, by Him approved, Thy 
heritage shall still remain when sinners are removed. 
Mark well the perfect, upright man, as still his years 
increase; Behold his life, and thou shalt see His 
journey end in peace. (The Hymnbook, #422)

14  Psalm 33; Jeremiah 33 
15  Psalm 34; Jeremiah 32:17-44 
16  Job 21; Psalm 35 
17  Psalm 36; 1 Peter 2:9-12
18  Psalm 37; Proverbs 23:17-18
19  Psalm 38; Hebrews 12:1-13
20  Psalm 39; Luke 12:13-21 O grant us light, that we 

may know the wisdom Thou alone canst give; That 
truth may guide wher-e’er we go, And virtue bless 
wher’e’er we live. O grant us light, that we may learn 

how dead is life from Thee apart, How sure is joy for 
all who turn to Thee an undivided heart. O grant us 
light, in grief and pain, To lift our burdened hearts 
above, And count the very cross a gain, And bless our 
Father’s hidden love. O grant us light, when, soon or 
late, All earthly scenes shall pass away, In Thee to 
find the open gate To deathless home and endless 
day. (The Hymnbook, #335)

21  Psalm 40; Psalm 89 
22  Psalm 41; James 5:13-20
23  Psalm 42; 57:1-3; Job 35
24  Psalm 43; Psalm 84
25  Psalm 44; Romans 8:13-39
26  Psalm 45; Hebrews 1
27  Psalm 46; Psalm 9:9-10; Psalm 14 The heavens 

declare Thy glory Lord, In every star Thy wisdom 
shines; But when our eyes behold thy Word, we 
read Thy name in fairer lines. The rolling sun, the 
changing light, And nights and days, Thy power 
confess; But the blest Volume Thou hast writ reveals 
Thy justice and Thy Grace. Sun, moon, and stars 
convey Thy praise round the whole earth, and never 
stand; so when Thy truth began its race, it touched 
and glanced on every land. Nor shall Thy spreading 
gospel rest till through the world Thy truth has run; 
Till Christ has all the nations blest that see the light, 
or feel the sun. (The Hymnbook, # 259)

28       Psalm 47; I Chronicles 16

FEBRUARY, 2022
Blessings and love in Christ,

Sandy Sturch 
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DATE NAME OF PERSON REQUEST GOD’S ANSWER

FIRST CUP PRAYER LIST
In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray 
for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express. 
(Romans 8:26).
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