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BOLD AND COURAGEQUS

JOSHUA AND THE NEXT GENERATION




Episode 1: Introducing Joshua
I. Israel’s Manifest Destiny

a. 1:1 After the death of Moses the servant of the LORD, the LORD spoke to Joshua son of Nun, Moses' assistant, saying, 2 "My servant Moses is dead. Now proceed to cross the Jordan, you and all this people, into the land that I am giving to them, to the Israelites. 3 Every place that the sole of your foot will tread upon I have given to you, as I promised to Moses. 4 From the wilderness and the Lebanon as far as the great river, the river Euphrates, all the land of the Hittites, to the Great Sea in the west shall be your territory. 5 No one shall be able to stand against you all the days of your life. As I was with Moses, so I will be with you; I will not fail you or forsake you. "
b. The Book of Joshua gives us Israel’s “textbook” history of the conquest of Canaan. 

II. The Book 
a. Time: About 1400 BC

b. Joshua recounts part two of God’s grandest work of redemption in the OT period. 
c. God’s Covenant with Abraham-- The Promises made to Abraham 

i. Promise of a new homeland (Genesis 13:14-15) 

ii. Promise of a people (Genesis 12:2)

iii. Promise of a Unique Relationship (Genesis 17:7)

d. The book of Joshua divides logically in the middle, with the first half focusing on Israel’s conquest of the land of Canaan and the second half on the distribution of the conquered territories among the Israelite tribes. 

III. Joshua: Israel’s New Leader--God’s New Leader

a. A new era under the leadership of Joshua begins in approximately 1400 BC. Joshua is a man of faith (Num. 13–14), who is appointed by God to lead the Israelites into the promised land.

b. God doesn’t waste any time

c. God’s words to Joshua 5 No man shall be able to stand before you all the days of your life. Just as I was with Moses, so I will be with you. I will not leave you or forsake you. 6 Be strong and courageous, for you shall cause this people to inherit the land that I swore to their fathers to give them. 7 Only be strong and very courageous, being careful to do according to all the law that Moses my servant commanded you. Do not turn from it to the right hand or to the left, that you may have good success wherever you go.

d. The People’s words to Joshua (1:16-18) 16 And they answered Joshua, “All that you have commanded us we will do, and wherever you send us we will go. 17 Just as we obeyed Moses in all things, so we will obey you. Only may the Lord your God be with you, as he was with Moses! 18 Whoever rebels against your commandment and disobeys your words, whatever you command him, shall be put to death. Only be strong and courageous.”

e. Parallels with Moses
i. The statements of God “Just as I was with Moses, so I will be with you. I will not leave you or forsake you.”
ii. The “Passover” sign of Rahab (The Red Ribbon on the door)
iii. Parting the Jordan River
iv. Meeting God “Face to Face”  (The “Commander of the Armies of the Lord”) 
f. Joshua arises as something of a George Washington- an Idealized Warrior Statesman- God fearing in all endeavors.

IV. Spy Mission To Jericho: Joshua 2:1, 22-23. With the Israelites on the verge of entering the land, Joshua sends out two spies, who receive help from a prostitute named Rahab in Jericho (Josh. 2). Even though this woman is a non-Israelite, living outside the requirements of the law, Rahab is incorporated into the people of God by faith (Heb. 11:31; James 2:25).

V. Crossing the Jordan: Joshua 3-4. 

a. Note verse 5 Joshua told the people, "Consecrate yourselves, for tomorrow the LORD will do amazing things among you."  Also, verse 12 “Now then, choose twelve men from the tribes of Israel, one from each tribe.”

b. The Stone Monuments (Chapter 4)

c. The “Baptism” of the Nation

d. Parallel to the Red Sea Crossing

VI. The New Circumcision (5:1-24; The Wilderness Generation gets the covenant mark) 
VII. The New Passover (5:10-15)
VIII. The Commander of the Lord’s Army (5:13-15).  A Theophany; A Christophany?
IX. The Battle of Jericho (5:13-6:27)
X.          The Humiliation And Victory AT AI  (Joshua 7-8) 
XI. The Battle For Gibeon (Joshua 10:1-43) 
XII. The Battle For Hazor (Joshua 11:1-10) 
XIII. The Conquered Land (Joshua 11:16-12:24) 

XIV. The Land Yet To Be Conquered (Joshua 13:1-6) 
XV. The Tribes East Of The Jordan  (Joshua 13:8-12) 
XVI. The Tribes West Of The Jordan (Joshua 18:1-6) 
XVII. The Cities Of Refuge (Joshua 20:1-8) 
XVIII. Joshua's Final Speech (Joshua 24:1, 29-30) 
a. Joshua called all the Israelites to Shechem to hear his final words. 

b. He challenged the people to make a conscious choice to always serve God. 14 “Now therefore fear the Lord and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness. Put away the gods that your fathers served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the Lord. 15 And if it is evil in your eyes to serve the Lord, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your fathers served in the region beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.” 
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