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IN THE

MOSES AND THE DRAMA OF NUMBERS




Episode 5: Rebellion of the Nation

	Theme
	Explanation
	Importance

	Rebellion
	At Kadesh, 12 scouts were sent out
	Rebellion against God is always a serious

	 
	into the land of Canaan to report on
	matter. It is not something to take lightly,

	 
	the fortifications of the enemies. When
	for God's punishment for sin is often very

	 
	the scouts returned, 10 said that they
	severe. Our rebellion does not usually

	 
	should give up and go back to Egypt.
	begin with all-out warfare, but in subtle

	 
	As a result, the people refused to
	ways-with griping and criticizing. Make

	 
	enter the land. Faced with a choice,
	sure your negative comments are not the

	 
	Israel rebelled against God. Rebellion
	product of a rebellious spirit.

	 
	did not start with an uprising, but with
	 

	 
	griping and murmuring against Moses
	 

	 
	and God.

 
	· From the ESV Study Bible


I. The Men and The Mission (Num. 13:1–25)
a. The names of the men (Num. 13:1–16): Twelve men are chosen to scout out the land of Canaan, the Promised Land. Among them are Caleb from the tribe of Judah and Joshua from the tribe of Ephraim.
b. The nature of the mission (Num. 13:17–25): Moses instructs the scouts to do two things:
i. find out what the inhabitants are like (Num. 13:17–19) and
ii. bring back samples of the crops grown in the land (Num. 13:20–25).
II. The report of the scouts (Num. 13:26–33; 14:6–10)
a. The faithless report of the ten (Num. 13:26–33): “The people living there are powerful, and their cities and towns are fortified and very large.… We even saw giants there, the descendants of Anak. We felt like grasshoppers next to them, and that’s what we looked like to them!”
b. The faithful report of the two (Num. 14:6–10): “The land we explored is a wonderful land! And if the Lord is pleased with us, he will bring us safely into that land and give it to us.… Do not rebel against the Lord, and don’t be afraid of the people of the land.… They have no protection, but the Lord is with us!”
III. THE REACTION OF THE CROWD (Num. 14:1–5): Upon hearing the report of the ten scouts, the people become worried and make plans to return to Egypt.
IV. The Prayer of Moses (Num. 14:11–19)
a.  (Num. 14:11–12): The Lord becomes angry with the Israelites and says to Moses, “I will disown them and destroy them with a plague. Then I will make you into a nation far greater and mightier than they are!”
b. Moses’ plea (Num. 14:13–19): Moses begs the Lord to pardon Israel, lest the pagans say, “The Lord was not able to bring them into the land he swore to give them, so he killed them in the wilderness.”
V. The judgment of the lord (Num. 14:22–45)
a.  (Num. 14:20–21): The Lord forgives his people, although there will still be consequences.
b. God’s punishment (Num. 14:22–38): The Lord spares the people of Israel from complete destruction as a nation, but they will still be punished: 
i. No one 20 years old or older (with the exception of Caleb and Joshua) will enter the Promised Land. 
ii. They will wander in the wilderness for the next forty years until all of them die and a new generation is born. 
iii. The ten faithless scouts die immediately from a plague.
c. The People’s Regret (Num. 14:39–45): The fickle crowd now decide they want to enter the Promised Land after all, but they are completely routed by their enemies.
VI. The Rebellion of Korah  (Num. 16:1–50)
a. Korah’s accusation (Num. 16:1–3, 13–14): Korah and a group of rebellious Israelites accuse Moses of the following:
i. he is a dictator;
ii. he has brought the Israelites into the wilderness to kill them;
iii. he has been unable to bring them into the Promised Land.
b. Moses’ answer (Num. 16:4–12, 15–30)
i. To the rebels (Num. 16:4–12, 15–22): Moses tells the rebels to show up the next day at the Tabernacle entrance with their incense burners. Then the Lord will show them who is holy and set apart for him.
ii. To the rest of the people (Num. 16:23–30): Moses warns the people to stay clear of the troublemakers if they want to continue living.
c. The Lord’s anger (Num. 16:31–50)
i. Towards the Korahites (Num. 16:31–40): The very ground where they are standing opens up and swallows them alive! Fire blazes from the Lord and burns up Korah’s followers who are offering incense.
ii. To the rest of the people (Num. 16:41–50)
1. The rebellion (Num. 16:41–42): The next morning people confront Moses and Aaron, saying, “You two have killed the Lord’s people!”
2. The response (Num. 16:43–46): The Lord sends a plague on the people to destroy them.
3. The rescue (Num. 16:47–50): Aaron burns incense and makes atonement for the people in order to stop the plague. Before it stops, 14,700 Israelites die.
