Ephesians: More Than We Can See

Week 13: Relationships, Submission and Authority 

Ephesians 5:22-6:9

January 24
Verses 5: 22-24

1. What does it mean that wives should be subject to their own husbands?
2. What is the significance of “own”?
3. To what degree should they subject themselves?
4. What if they disagree? What if they have a better idea? What if the husband is an unbeliever?
5. What if it is an outright sin?
6. What does it mean that the husband is head?
7. Can there be two heads?
8. Some say that the husband is the head, but the wife is the neck who turns the head. Do you think this approach is right?
9. What is the difference between the Bible’s approach and the world’s?
10. In what areas should the wife be subject to her husband?

Cross-References
1 Peter 3:1-6 – Wives must submit section, includes unbelievers.

Titus 2:5 – Subject to their own husbands.

1 Timothy 2:11-12 – Submissive in the church.

Colossians 3:18 – Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.

Genesis 3:16 – Your desire will be for your husband and he will rule over you.

1 Corinthians 11:3 – The head of woman is man.

Verses 5:25-30

11. What is the husband’s responsibility?
12. With what kind of love? How did Christ love the church?
13. How is this different than the world’s standard? What kind of love do most worldly husbands have?
14. What other job do the husbands have (helping to edify/cleanse their wives)?
15. What other degree are we to love our wives (as much as our own body)?
16. Why does it say “he who loves his own wife, loves himself”?
17. When must a husband love the wife? What if she is being un-submissive? What if she is doing wrong?
18. How can a husband nourish and cherish the wife?
19. How successful do you think a marriage following this pattern would be?
20. What does this tell us about God’s design for marriage?
21. What does it mean to leave parents?
22. To whom are the husband/wife first responsible?
Cross-References
Colossians 3:19 – Husbands love your wives.

1 Peter 3:7 – Husbands be considerate, treat them with respect, etc.

Verses 6:1-4
23. How is the first part of chapter 6 related to what we have been learning in chapter five?
24. What is the authority structure outlined here?
25. What does it mean to obey your parents in the Lord?
26. What is the difference between obedience and honor?
27. How long is it necessary for kids to obey their parents?
28. What does it mean first command with a promise? What is the promise attached? Does this mean every obedient child will live longer than every disobedient child? Then what does it mean? Why might an obedient child live longer than a disobedient one? 
29. Some parents might say, “I want my child to obey me, but they just won’t.” What would you tell them?
30. What is a father’s responsibility? How might some fathers provoke their children to anger? Why do you think the discipline and instruction responsibility is directed towards fathers instead of mothers? What does this tell us?
Cross-References
        Colossians 3:20 – Children obey your parents in the Lord.
Exodus 20:12, Deut 5:16 – Part of the ten commandments on children obeying their parents.
Matthew 15:3-6 – Korban.
Proverbs 1:8, 3:1-2 – Listen to the instruction of a Father.
Proverbs 22:6, 23:13 – Train up a child in the way he should go and when he is old he will not depart from it. Use the rod. He will not die.
Proverbs 22:15 – Foolishness is bound up in the heart of a heart. The rod will drive it out.
Hebrews 12:5-11 – Fatherly discipline.

Verses 6:5-9
31. Why was it necessary for Paul to cover this issue of slaves and masters?
32. What stance does the Bible take on slavery? Is there any division in the church between slaves and masters? What does this tell you about God’s heart on slavery?
33. What command did Paul give to slaves? What does it mean masters according to the flesh?
34. What does in fear and trembling mean?
35. What should their motivations be?
36. What command is given to the masters?
37. What is the state of slavery in the world today? What forms does it take and how should the church respond? 
Cross-References
Colossians 3:22-4:1 – Parallel Scripture.

