
get ready for the patriotic picnic!
july 2016 Issue   •   First Presbyterian Church



2 3

As part of our 170th anniversary celebration, your staff and Session will be 
meeting together in the fall in an attempt to prayerfully discern what Christ’s 
vision might be for FPC as we move forward in faith as the “newest/oldest 
Presbyterian church in town.” No matter what the Holy Spirit might reveal to 
us on that occasion, I’m convinced that four “E’s” must be in place in order 
to faithfully fulfill the vision: we must be “Evangelistic” (not just evangelical), 
we must be “Entrepreneurial,” we must be “Energized,” and everything must 
be done with “Excellence.”

Two months ago, I unpacked for you what some of the ramifications might be if FPC became a more intentionally 
evangelistic congregation (Can any church not do that and claim to take The Great Commission seriously?). This 
month, let’s talk “entrepreneurial.” One of the core values of our new denomination—The Evangelical Covenant Or-
der of Presbyterians—is that of being “entrepreneurial.” The denomination is all about encouraging partner churches 
to create “permission-granting”—rather than “restrictive”—cultures in every local congregation. This is to cultivate 
an “entrepreneurial spirit,” a spirit where everyone at FPC is dreaming big, not afraid to think outside the box, and 
willing to take a risk—and even fail—in order to advance the Kingdom of God through our congregational life and 
ministries across San Antonio and around the world.

Another way of putting it: a prayer-initiated passion to take some faith-driven risks in order to glorify God. Thus, 
as we move through our 170th anniversary year, and into an extremely bright future, we rid our vocabulary of “The 
Seven Last Words of The Church:” we’ve never done it that way before. As San Antonio comes up on her 300th 
anniversary in 2018, and finds herself presently in the swirl of the greatest downtown renaissance she has ever seen, 
look where the Lord has positioned us—right smack-dab in the epicenter of it all. “What if we ______?” “What if we 
______?” “What if we ______?” That’s the way we all need to start thinking—but not taking risks just for the sake of 
being “edgy.” No, we need faith-driven risk, passionate ideas fueled by the Holy Spirit and God’s Word. With entre-
preneurs, it’s never about the “bottom line” (“How much money do we have?”), but by “Just how BIG is our God?”

Now, don’t panic! This does not mean that we throw out 170 years of some really good FPC traditions. It’s more 
about: “Let’s create some new ones!” One of the new traditions that is emerging—or rather, thrusting itself upon 
us—is that of “church planting.” Did you know that more people come to Christ through planting new churches 
than by any other means of evangelism? Groups of folks from around South Texas have been contacting FPC—out 
of the blue—and asking us if we would be interested in helping them get planted as brand new ECO congregations. 
We believe this is one of those “faith-driven risks,” that the Lord is calling us to take, so we’ve said, “Yes”. To carry 
this out, we’ve replaced our traditional “Church Relations Committee” with a brand-spanking new “Church Planting 
Committee” (If you’ve got a passion for church planting and would like to help some new congregations get off the 
ground, call Dave West and let him know). It’s risky, but what if the Lord is calling us to plant, say, 10 churches over 
the coming decade? How might that enhance what Christ is up to in San Antonio? 

In the entrepreneurial church, no idea is too big, and no question too dumb. Friends, we’ve been set free to dream 
big, not in a spiritually prideful way, but in ways that humble us when we begin to see just how big and loving nd 
gracious our Heavenly Father truly is. Are you ready to trust Him—and take some risks?

- Ron

Do You Believe in Miracles?!
By Rev. Dr. Ronald Scates • Interim Senior Pastor 
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Save the Date

Help FPC Local Missions meet the challenge to 
support a free major event on the role of the faith 
community in mental health.
 FPC’s Mental Hope Ministry and the San Antonio 
faith community will facilitate a city-wide confer-
ence at the Tobin Center for the Performing Arts, 
to address mental health in our community. For the 
first time, the faith community will come together 
with the health care community and broader San 
Antonio community to discuss this issue.
 The keynote speaker Kay Warren (wife of Pastor 
Rick Warren), who lost their son Matthew to suicide 
in 2013, will be joined by several national and local 
experts within mental health care, social services and 
supportive housing and employment, who will speak 
about how San Antonio is working to improve the 
mental health care system and the path to recovery 
for people living with a mental illness.
 The conference will focus on building new partner-
ships with the faith community to break the stigma 
of mental illness and to provide hope. For more in-
formation or to register, visit the conference web site 
at www.pathwaystohope.net or contact Doug Beach 
(doug.beach@ymail.com).

July 6	 Kathryn and Ed Howie
	 2322 Briarwood (78209)
	 (Sarah 930-8381/Kathryn 316-8457)

July 13	 Joy and Triple Fuhrmann
	 520 Garraty Rd (78209)
	 (Jillian/Jenna Belle 828-2576)

July 20	 Martha and Gordon Smith
	 500 Grandview Place (78209)
	 (Graham 860-2994)

July 27	 Mary and Garland Henderson
	 235 Blue Bonnet Blvd (78209)
	 (Austin 320-7100)

August 3	 End of Food Truck Celebration!
	 Chris Madrids—Appetizers provided 
	 by the Smith Family!)
	 (Martha, Gordon and Graham)

The Ecumenical Center for Religion and Health, 
located at the Medical Center, will host their annual 
Legacy of Hope Luncheon to be held on Thursday, 
October 6, 2016.
 The guest speaker will be actress and author Mariel 
Hemingway, and we are excited to announce that 
this year’s honoree is our very own Rev. Dr. Louis 
Zbinden!
 Many of you may have already received an invitation 
to this wonderful event, but if you haven’t and would 
like to join in celebrating Louis’s dedication to The 
Ecumenical Center, please e-mail Suzanne Terry 
with your name(s) and mailing address to suzan-
neterry@sbcglobal.net, or call her at (210) 828-4518.
 Either method of contact will ensure you’re placed 
on the invitation list.
 Thank you! 
Suzanne and Ted Terry, Chairs
Carol and Dave West, Co-Chairs

Looking for an opportunity to help others across 
the world? Join Team World Vision in running for 
clean water! The Rock and Roll Marathon isn’t until 
December 4, so you have plenty of time to train with 
the team, but sign up soon! Perk—you get to meet 
some amazing people with a heart for missions! Sign 
up or donate by going online to 
www.fpcsanantonio.org/wv-marathon and clicking 
on the link.

Mark your calendars for Sunday, September 18, as 
First Pres will celebrate 170 years since its found-
ing in San Antonio, as well as our new affiliation 
with ECO! In addition to a special luncheon that 
day, look for more information to come regarding 
worship and activities for the whole family.
 As the “oldest, newest” Protestant church in San 
Antonio, we welcome everyone to join in this event 
as we continue to make Jesus visible to our com-
munity and to grow in His Word.

pathways to hope food truck LUNCHEON TO HONOR REV. ZBINDEN, 
HEMINGWAY TO SPEAK!

blood drive

world vision marathon team

170th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION!

december 4 • start training now!

august 26-27

SEPTEMBER 18

Rosaria Champagne Butterfield, renowned author 
and speaker, will address issues facing the Church 
in today’s culture as well as point us to solutions 
based firmly in God’s Word—from the original 
design for marriage and sexuality to the call to 
the Church to minister to those bound in sin 
with the freedom that is found only in Christ. The 
event will be held at Christ Presbyterian in New 
Braunfels. For more information and to register: 
www.togiveananswer.com.

October 21-22, 2016 at T Bar M Resort/Conference 
Center, 2549 Hwy 46 West, New Braunfels, Texas.
 The men’s retreat is a time of fellowship, building 
up the body of Christ through large groups, small 
breakout groups for discussion, “downtime,” and 
worshipping together. The time away, the solitude, 
and the great setting for this special retreat will 
help renew you in a special way. The cost of the re-
treat will be $120 per person (double occupancy). 
More details to come.

For more information or to register contact Stacie 
Rodriguez at 210-271-2759 or stacier@fpcsat.org 
by August 1, 2016.

Help save a life! Donate blood in the Geneva Room 
on Sunday, July 10.

ROSARIA BUTTERFIELD EVENT

Men’s Retreat 

august 11-12 october 21-22 july 10 • 9:30-12:30 PM

wednesdays • 6:30 PM
october 6
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Our annual Patriotic Picnic has been an enjoy-
able after-church fellowship opportunity that 
has attracted traditional and contemporary 
worshipers, oldsters and youngsters, guests of 
members, and some of the best cooks in San 
Antonio. And this year's event will follow the 
July 3 worship service, with food service and 
seating in Westminster Hall and elsewhere in 
the church property.

A bit of background: 
Your Sanctuary Choir—35 voices under the di-
rection of Tom Dooling and accompanied by 
Dr. Jae Ha's organ excellence—is the unseen 
but always heard part of the FPC worship team. 
A number of years ago, we decided to become 
more "visible" by sponsoring a Fourth of July 
picnic on a Sunday when July 4 was actually a 
Sunday. Over 300 people brought food, stayed 
to eat, and told us they hoped the picnic would 
become a "tradition."

The next year our friends in the KEYS older 
adult ministry added their annual ice cream 
social to the picnic menu—ice cream with all 

types of toppings plus scrumptious desserts. 
Attendance increased to over 450, and a great 
partnership was established.

We're on our way to hosting this year's event. 
And YOU are a major part of the event. We 
need you to plan to stay for food and fellowship. 
We'll have chicken and an assortment of side 
dishes, and we know that YOU FPC cooks can 
be counted on to add family-sized salads, hot 
dishes (e.g. beans, scalloped potatoes, veggies), 
and dessert items (cakes, cookies, pies, etc.) to 
the menu. FPC will provide water, lemonade, 
and coffee. We'll have people at the Avenue E 
entrance to take your food items before you at-
tend Sunday School or worship services.  We'll 
have choir and KEYS representatives to show 
the way to food and seating. And we'll all enjoy 
getting to know you during the picnic.

Plan to join us...to enjoy the food and camara-
derie...and to be thankful for our blessings.Patriotic picnic

by kay kutchins

building community 
the easy way: Food!
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WANTED
Donations of books and magazines for the veterans at Audie Murphy VA Hospital. Bud Davenport will deliver. 
Please leave your donations at the front desk, in Joe's office, or call Bud at 210-826-2461 to arrange for pick up.

July 1	 9:45 – Fitness
July 3	 Fourth of July Church–Wide Picnic. 
KEYS will furnish the ice cream cups. We will 
need volunteers to receive the food at the back 
door of the Church, and to take the desserts from 
the kitchen and put them on the tables in the Hall
July 8	 9:45  – Fitness
	 11:00 – Bridge & Mah Jongg
July 15	 11:30 – Birthday Lunch at Paloma Blanca. 
July 20	 1:00 – Witte Museum, Mays Building, 
Mayan Exhibit: The cost is $18.00. Your check is 
your reservation. This is a self guided tour—no 
docents. However there are video screens along 
the way explaining various exhibits. One goes at 
one's own pace.  It usually takes from one to two 
hours—depending on the individual. Walkers are 
allowed, wheelchairs available first come 
first serve.
July 22	 9:45 – Fitness
	 11:00 – Bridge & Mah Jongg
July 29	 9:45 – Fitness
	 11:00 – Hamburger Lunch followed 	
	 by movie. 

Aug. 3	 (Wed.) 12:00-1:00 PM HEB Central 
Market Cooking School ($25.00) includes cooking 
demonstration and complete lunch. Your check 
is your registration. Limited Space for 30 partici-
pants
Aug. 5	 9:45 – Fitness
Aug. 12	 9:45 – Fitness
	 11:00 – Bridge & Mah Jongg
Aug. 19	 11:30 Birthday Lunch at the Hyatt
Aug. 26	 9:45 – Fitness
	 11:00 – Bridge & Mah Jongg

Looking forward to our September 9th Kick-Off 
featuring a Blue Grass Band.

keys

MAY 6 SHERYL SCULLEY, 
CITY MANAGER

picture recap of may events

MAY 13 JUDGE NELSON WOLFF MAY 20 BOTANICAL GARDENS 
BIRTHDAY lunch

MAY 27 MEMORIAL DAY 
PROGRAM with STEVEN WALSH

2015 sa reads2015 all-church 4th of july picnic

july schedule august schedule

SA Reads
School may be out but, SA Reads is not taking a vacation! KEYS member Jane Warren reports, "We're continu-
ing right on through the summer to prepare donated books for distribution to underserved children."

As has been found by SA Reads and other local literacy programs, at least one half of the youngsters in needy 
school districts have NO books in their homes.  So, the joy of reading, in addition to the necessity for reading for 
learning, is not being encouraged or facilitated.  As Harold Black said recently, “When I gave my reading buddy 
at Arnold Elementary a book to take home, the child told me it was His very first book of his own”.  What a plea-
sure it was for Harold to share in that child's elation at receiving a book and being able to keep it as their own.

The work for our volunteers is not demanding – we thoroughly enjoy the fellowship around the tables – but it is 
so needed and worthwhile.  Come and join us at Firstmark Credit Union on Gulfdale, the first Tuesday of each 
month from 9 – 12.  For more information please contact Jane Warren at 493-5187.

KEYS SERVING ICE CREAM AT ALL-CHURCH 4TH OF JULY PICNIC
Don and Geri McCorkindale along with Andy Greene served ice cream at one of our earlier 4th of July picnics 
(pictured left). The all-church event has become an anticipated celebration of fun and food together.  KEYS will 
be serving up more ice cream this year.  Everyone come!
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You have no doubt noticed the new Lob-
by desk display screen - highlighting dai-
ly events - which we added earlier this 
year, as well as our new portable screens 
for classrooms. The next phase of this 
state-of-art visual technology has begun, 
helping our members, prospects and visi-
tors know what’s happening at FPC!

We installed three new large screens this 
June, in the Mauze Lobby, at the West-
minster Hall entrance at Nowlin Tower, 
and in the 3rd Floor lobby to greet guests 
off of the elevator! These screens will help 
promote our ongoing services, minis-
tries and activities, as well as upcoming 
special events. Even better, integrated 
wireless technology allows us to develop 
and display content for each screen inde-
pendently.

Additional screens are slated for the 
workroom entrance area, the Children’s 
Center Lobby area, and a space to be de-
termined near the Sanctuary. 

We look forward to seeing you this sum-
mer and enjoy this new way to stay in-
formed and engaged with your church 
family!

church updates

first pres
RENNOVATION CORNER
First Pres is taking the initiative this summer to make 
much-needed maintenance improvements and up-
grades to your facility and environment. All activity, 
fully funded through existing capital improvement and 
special funds, is yet another reason to celebrate 170 
years in San Antonio and the beautiful location we have 
at 4th and Alamo!

Our Courtyard Fountain, a staple of the church since 1988, is now fully 
repaired and in beautiful condition as we move into summer. 

The extensive improvements included:
•	 Cleaning the water feature and basin to prep for refinishing
•	 Cleaning the tile that surrounds the water feature
•	 Removing and replacing all mechanical equipment, including adding 
	 a UV light to the filtration system that will prevent the growth of algae 
	 and other microbes. 
•	 Recoating the inside of the water feature and the basin back to the 
	 original color

Best news of all: Very little maintenance will be needed moving forward, 
allowing us to once again run the fountain daily during regular hours!

Renovated Courtyard Fountain Flows Again!

New LCD Screens grace the hallways of First Pres
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My younger brother and 
I grew up together in a 
very suburban lifestyle.  
So one week out of 
every summer we stayed 
with our grandparents 
on their farm to expe-
rience “country life.” 
We loved it, so many 

different things that we would never get to do in 
the city.  Some of the activities my grandfather 
would participate in with us included: taking 
us fishing to different livestock ponds, jumping 
barbed wire fences, tending the garden, shucking 
corn, attending livestock auctions, caring for the 
cows, making preserves and going to the river. 
We loved it all. Although there was one thing 
my grandfather did that we did not like. When 
we came inside the house for supper, he would 
wash our hands. He didn’t just wash them, he 
had a stiff brush by the sink that he would apply 
bar soap to and would scrub our hands, finger 

nails, and arms all the way to our elbows.  It was 
extremely painful—our skin was always red after 
he was done cleaning us.  We never understood 
this process, back home it was sufficient to have 
our hands under a little running water and we 
were good to go. Why would he subject us to 
something like this especially if it hurt? He did it 
because he was a loving parent that understood 
after everything that we had been exposed to 
during the day, we were not clean enough. He 
needed to ensure that we had been properly san-
itized so that we could enjoy what was coming 
next, even if it involved temporary discomfort. 
Our loving Father does the same thing, at times 
we do not understand the purpose for some of 
the pains that we endure, but often it is part of a 
purification process to prepare us for the great 
event that is coming next. 

Summer is here, in 
case you couldn’t tell. 
The unsubtly of a Texas 
Summer is legendary. It 
doesn’t meander its way 
into being either. One 
day, it’s a lovely 80-de-
gree day, the next you 
are living in an oven! Of 

course I knew summer was coming weeks before 
it actually did, as my daughters staged protests 
at getting up at 6:30 every morning, refused any 
more math worksheets and played more games 
at school in the last two weeks than they did the 
whole entire year. 

Summer ushers in a new season in the life of a 
church as well. The regular schedule of Sunday 
school and youth group gives way to exciting 
events like Urban Plunge for Jr. High, VBS for the 
elementary kids, and (for some of us this year) a 
mission trip to Haiti. For many of the people on 
the team this will be their first mission trip. They 
will experience a unique myriad of emotions. 
They will see people who have lived a life they 
couldn’t even imagine, and have lived through 
some of the greatest devastation we could know. 
As we go on this trip, to aide in building and car-
ing for the children of the area, I know for a fact 
that the people of Haiti will bless us in much larg-
er ways than we could ever hope to bless them. 

Here is the cool thing, we don’t have to go thou-
sands of miles to be a missionary. The dictionary 
defines a missionary as one on a “religious mis-
sion,” a person with a task, a direction. We don’t 
need to leave the city of San Antonio to live out 
the beautiful task of Making Jesus Visible. This 
can happen in our own lives, in our offices and 
schools. At a restaurant or the grocery store, play-
ing golf or hanging out with your neighbors. 

I grew up in a ministry family. My father was a 
pastor, and many times, our summer vacations 
were spent doing ministry. I spent more than one 
summer doing tent revivals, street concerts. One 

summer we crossed Europe to attend a week with 
Teen Challenge in Sweden. At the church my fa-
ther was pastor in England, a local artist had cre-
ated a sign that hung above the door that exited 
the church. It said “You are now entering your 
mission field.” That has always stuck with me, 
the knowledge that wherever we are, we are to be 
light in darkness, peace in chaos. We don’t need 
to stand on the corner and try to proselytize the 
city of San Antonio. We can be conduits of change 
by living out our faith, being advocates for those 
without voices and truly loving our neighbors. 

Take heart, enjoy the summer, you are now enter-
ing your mission field! 

church updates | INSPIRATION

Moments to hold close  |  Brush Up  |  by manny rodriguezbeyond the stained glass  | You are entering your mission field |  by kevin dailey

Financial Summary | may 2016
Operating Fund Budget 	 Actual YTD	 Budget YTD	 Over/(Under)
Revenues
Contributions	
fund tfr-operating reserve
total revenues

expenditures
operating
benevolences
total expenditures

net income/loss

 1,392,539 
  150,000 

 1,542,539 
 

 1,193,154  
 220,760 

 1,413,914 

 128,625 

 1,752,724  
 

 1,752,724  

 
 1,336,303   

 233,692 
  1,569,995  

 182,729  

 (360,185)
 150,000

 (210,185)  
 

 (143,149)   
 (12,932)

 (156,081)  

 (54,104)  
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First Cup Readings — July, 2016
Dear Family in Christ,
First Cup is designed to assist you in the habit of daily Bible reading and prayer. The name is to 
remind you that as you reach for your first cup of morning coffee or tea, reach also for your Bible 
and prayer list. The prayers at the beginning of each week are taken from hymns, sometimes found 
in obscure hymnals in our libraries. They are intended to be read as your beginning prayer, to focus 
your mind on the daily readings that follow. May this spiritual discipline strengthen you as you face 
each day.
	 Blessings and love in Christ, Sandy Sturch & Claire Averyt

Let the morning bring me word of your unfailing love, for I have put my trust in you. Show me the way I should go, for to you I lift up my soul.— Psalm 143:8

	 1	 Jeremiah 23; 2 Timothy 4:1-5; 2 Peter 2; James 3:1
	 2	 Jeremiah 24; Romans 9; James 2:14-26
 
Sing them over again to me, wonderful words of Life! Let me 
more of their beauty see, wonderful words of Life! Words of 
life and beauty, teach me faith and duty. Christ, the blessed 
One, gives to all wonderful words of Life.  Sinner, list to 
the loving call, Wonderful words of life; All so freely given, 
wooing us to heaven.  Beautiful words, wonderful words, 
wonderful words of Life! (Worship in Song, No. 206)
 
	 3	 Jeremiah 25:1-14; Psalm 28; 94
	 4	 Jeremiah 25:15-38; Psalm 44; 71
	 5	 Jeremiah 26; Matthew 23:29-39; Matthew 5:1-12
	 6	 Jeremiah 27; Psalm 24; 115
	 7 	 Jeremiah 28; Deuteronomy 13:1-11
	 8	 Jeremiah 29; Romans 10
	 9 	 Jeremiah 30; Psalm 102
 
Jesus calls us; o’er the tumult of our life’s wild, restless sea, 
Day by day His sweet voice sounded, saying, “Christian, 
follow Me.” Jesus calls us from the worship of our vain 
world’s golden store, From each idol that would keep us, 
saying “Christian, love Me more.” Jesus calls us. By Thy 
mercies, Saviour, may we hear Thy call, Give our hearts to 
Thy obedience, serve and love Thee best of all. (Worship in 
Song, No. 326)
 
10	 Jeremiah 31; Hebrews 10:1-18
11	 Jeremiah 32; Isaiah 55
12	 Jeremiah 33; Psalm 74
13	 Lamentations 1; Isaiah 1; 2 Chronicles 7:13-14
14	 Lamentations 2; Matthew 23; 2 Timothy 4:1-5
15	 Lamentations 3:1-36; Matthew 5:39; 
		  2 Corinthians 6:1-10; Psalm 123
16	 Lamentations 3:37-66; Job 30; Psalm 37
 
Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father! There is no 
shadow of turning with Thee: Thou changes not, Thy 
compassions, they fail not: As Thou has been Thou forever 
will be. Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, Thine 
own dear presence to cheer and to guide, strength for today 
and bright hope for tomorrow—blessings all mine, with ten 
thousand beside! (Hymns for the Family of God, No. 98)
 
17	 Genesis 19:1-29; Lamentations 4; Jeremiah 19:9; 
		  Matthew 24:1-35

18	 Lamentations 5; Isaiah 49; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-5:11
19	 Proverbs 1; Ephesians 4:17-32
20	 Proverbs 2; James 1:5-8
21	 Proverbs 3; Psalm 37
22	 Proverbs 4; Matthew 13:44-52
23	 Proverbs 5; Ecclesiastes 9:9
 
Saviour, teach me, day by day, love’s sweet lesson to obey; 
Sweeter lesson cannot be, loving Him who first loved me. 
With a child’s glad heart of love, at Thy bidding may I move, 
Prompt to serve and follow Thee, Loving Him who first lived 
me. Teach me thus Thy steps to trace, strong to follow in Thy 
grace, Learning how to love from Thee, loving Him who first 
loved me. Love in loving finds employ, in obedience all her 
joy; Ever new that joy will be, loving Him who first loved 
me. (The Hymnbook, No. 457)
 
24	 Proverbs 6; Matthew 5:27-30
25	 Proverbs 7; 2 Samuel 11
26	 Proverbs 8; James 1:2-8
27	 Proverbs 9; Luke 14:16-23
28	 Proverbs 10; 1 Corinthians 13:4-7
29	 Proverbs 11; Zephaniah 1:14-18
30	 Proverbs 12; Psalm 38:27-40
 
If my people’s hearts are humbled, if they pray and seek my 
face; if they turn away from evil, I will not withhold my 
grace. I will hear their prayers from heaven; I will pardon 
every sin. If my people’s hearts are humbled, I will surely heal 
their land. Then my eyes will see their sorrow, then my ears 
will hear their plea. If my people’s hearts are humbled, I will 
set their nation free. (Australian Hymn, No. 278)
 
31	 Proverbs 13; Hebrews 12:7

inspiration

Date Name of Person Request God’s Answer

First Cup Prayer List
In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, 
but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express. (Romans 8:26).
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