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First Presbyterian Church of San Antonio 

Vote of Affiliation or Disaffiliation 

November 1, 2015 
 

REMINDER:  Time change this Sunday!  Set your clocks back one hour!   
 

Frequently Asked Questions About the Vote 
 

1. Who is eligible to vote? 

Every member who is currently on the FPC Active Member List will be eligible to vote.  This includes youth who have 

been confirmed and those who recently completed the New Member Class. If your name does not appear on the Active 

Member List, you will be directed to the Provisional Voting table to discuss your particular circumstances (name 

change, etc.). Those not on the Active Member list can still vote provisionally.  
 

2. Do I need an ID to vote?   

Perhaps. Those volunteers assisting with registration may not know every member of the church. Therefore, if 

asked for ID, please have it available. Ensuring that everyone who is eligible to vote has the opportunity to do so 

is a primary objective of the Session. 
 

3. What EXACTLY am I voting on?   
You will vote “yes” or “no” on three questions:  

1. That First Presbyterian Church of San Antonio terminate its voluntary affiliation with the Presbyterian Church  

(U.S.A.). 

Yes   No 

2. That First Presbyterian Church of San Antonio petition ECO: A Covenant Order of Evangelical Presbyterians for 

voluntary affiliation and membership therein and, if accepted by ECO, to affiliate voluntarily with ECO. 

Yes   No 

3. That First Presbyterian Church of San Antonio reaffirm and ratify its previous election of elders, deacons, trustees, 

and the officer nominating committee, and reaffirm and ratify the previously approved terms of call for all ordained 

staff wishing to remain called by First Presbyterian Church of San Antonio.   

Yes   No 

A “yes” vote is in favor of the motion. 

A “no” vote is in opposition to the motion. 

Vote by circling “yes” or “no.”  
 

4. Can I vote absentee? 

 No. According to the Book of Order, members must be present to vote. 
 

5. What if I have mobility issues?   

Chairs will be set up in Westminster Hall for those who are not able to go to one of the other rooms set up for the 

Congregational Meeting. Members may register, remain in Westminster Hall until the time for voting begins, vote and 

leave, if they so choose. There will be audio and/or video of the meeting in Westminster Hall. 
 

6. What exactly is the schedule/voting procedure on November 1
st
? 

a.   Registration Process 

 (1)    Doors to Westminster Hall open for registration at 9 a.m.  

 (2)    Proceed to the table corresponding to your last name. 

(3)    You will be given a label with your name which you are to wear on your lapel. 

(4) You will also be given a “Voter Card” with your name attached. This card will be used to 

vote on the agenda and rules adopted for the vote.  Missing “Voter Cards” will not be 

replaced, so please keep your card! 
(5) If your name does not appear on the FPC Active Member List, you will be directed to the 

Provisional Voting area. 



(6) Provisional registrants will be given a “Voter Card” and an envelope on which to write the 

reason you believe your name should be on the list. Even if you are not on the list, you will be 

able to vote provisionally. 

(7) You should then proceed to the Congregation Meeting.   
 

  b. Congregational Meeting.  

The Congregational Meeting will be held in the sanctuary. Additional locations for overflow include 

Westminster Hall (encouraged for those with mobility issues), Covenant Hall, and Guthrie-Bryant 

Chapel. Audio and video of the meeting will be broadcast to each of these locations, but only those in 

the sanctuary will be able to participate in the debate. The Moderator will call the meeting to order and 

the Clerk will determine if a quorum is present. The congregation will vote on the agenda and the 

procedures for the vote using the voting cards. There will be a parliamentarian in each meeting room 

to count the vote.   
 

After the agenda and rules are adopted, there will be two five-minute presentations, one in favor of the 

motions and one against the motions. After that, the debate will begin. Members may stay for the 

debate or go to Westminster Hall to vote during the debate. 
 

c. Voting Process. After the Moderator announces that voting may begin: 

(1)  You may proceed to Westminster Hall to vote during the debate 

(2)  You will exchange your Voter Card for a ballot 

(3) You will mark your ballot according to your wishes. 

(4) You will place your ballot into a clear, plastic Ballot Box. 

(5) You may leave or you may stay for the votes to be counted and the results announced. 
 

7. Will voting yes or no have any effect on my membership status? 
NO.  Regardless of how you vote, you will continue to be a member of First Presbyterian Church, San Antonio 

unless you request that your name be dropped from the rolls. 
 

8. Who is handling the voting process?  

We have hired a Parliamentarian firm from Dallas, Texas.  The firm has experience in overseeing votes at 

other churches and is familiar with the rules for such meetings. The parliamentarians will oversee the voting 

process. Volunteers from the membership will assist with registration of members and handing out ballots. The 

Parliamentarians will count the votes. Only two members of the congregation will be allowed to watch the 

counting process. One of those members will be from the “Yes” side and the other will be from the “No” side.   
 

9. When/how will we learn the voting results? 

After the team of Parliamentarians has counted the votes, the results will be given to the Moderator and the 

Clerk. The results will then be announced at the meeting, posted on the FPC website, and e-mailed to the 

congregation.   
 

10. What should be the response to the results? 
We recognize this is a significant step in the life of this church.  Emotions are high on both sides.  We encourage the 

congregation to receive the results quietly and with respect for those who have different opinions. We will join in a 

prayer for the church and the members.    
 

   Schedule for Sunday, November 1, 2015 
 

 9:00 a.m. CST  Registration begins in Westminster Hall 

 9:30 a.m.  Sunday School 

 11:00   Combined worship service in the sanctuary 

 12:15   Registration closes immediately 

Congregational Meeting begins in sanctuary, Covenant Hall, Guthrie-Bryant Chapel, and 

Westminster Hall (encouraged for those with mobility issues) 

 3:00   Hymn Festival led by Sanctuary Choir! 
 

 Child care will be available during the Congregational Meeting.    

 

 We encourage you to come early and register!  And remember to set your clocks back!      


