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decrease.” (John 3:30)

Dr. Zbinden passed into the church 
triumphant on September 11, 2020. 
He preached his last sermon in 
January of 2017. The sermon was 
based on a well known text from 
the Book of Esther.

 “For if you remain silent at this 
time, relief and deliverance for the 
Jews will arise from another place, 
but you and your father’s family 
will perish. And who knows but 
that you have come to your royal 
position for such a time as this?” 
(Esther 4:14)

Louis’s family composed a letter 
based on that sermon to be shared 
with their church family on the day 
of their Father’s memorial service. 
In that letter, Anne, Louis III, Katie 
and Betsy wrote,

Into all of our lives, God places 
opportunities to grow, to change, 
to risk, to extend the Kingdom. 
And now you as a congregation 
are moving into a new era, 
God is going to give you each 
opportunities to change, to risk, 
to dare, to extend the Kingdom. 
And to you for just such a time 
as this, in his mercy, God has 
placed you in the right place, 
at the right time, with the right 
gifts, with the right people, for 
the right needs. And all for the 
right opportunities. Don’t forget 
the words of Jeremiah, “I know the 
plans I have for you. To give you 
a future, with hope”. (Jeremiah 
29:11)

And so as you begin to think about 

The Word 
of Our God 
Endures 
Forever.

P A S T O R ’ S  A R T I C L E

I
n 1971, a reporter asked the 
young new pastor of First 
Presbyterian Church, Louis 
Zbinden, why he would move 

all the way from the mountains of 
North Carolina to serve a downtown 
church in San Antonio, Texas. He 
told the reporter “Because there are 
still people in this city and God still 
loves them.” With that conviction, 
First Presbyterian Church entered 
a new season of ministry to our 
neighborhood and the nations.

Louis was a gentleman, a friend, 
husband, father, grandfather, 
scholar and a devoted disciple of 
Jesus Christ. God sent him to San 
Antonio at just the right moment. 
As a churchman, he awakened our 
love for Jesus Christ and our love 
for one another. As a public leader, 
he awakened the compassion of the 
city.

Louis loved San Antonio and out 

of that great love that he led in 
founding San Antonio Metropolitan 
Ministries, Christian Assistance 
Ministry, the Samaritan Counseling 
Center, Christian Dental Clinic at 
Haven for Hope and Bexar County 
Detention Ministries. 

But Louis also had a passion for 
his flock. His faithfulness in the 
personal moments — marriages, 
births, calamity and grief -- forged 
the caring community of FPC. 
Together Louis and Kip loved 
this congregation through both 
celebrations and tragedies. One 
beloved friend wrote, 

“ I realized how often he sacrificed 
himself, his time, his family, all 
in the service of the church and 
those God had entrusted to his 
care. I can't say I always thought 
it was healthy for him, or that 
God expected all of that from him, 
but I could never argue with his 
faithfulness to his vows.”

While many may have worried 
about the limits of his energy, 
no one can deny that he set the 
example for the loving culture and 
“sweet, sweet spirit,” in this church.

Of all of his great loves, Louis loved 
the Lord Jesus Christ most of all. 
When Louis ran for moderator 
of the Presbyterian Church (USA) 
General Assembly, he ran on the 
platform, “Jesus Matters.” Even 
though he was celebrated as both 
a denominational and civic leader, 
he embodied the words of John 
the Baptist, who understood the 
mandate of every disciple to be 
that “Christ must increase, but I must 

Rev. Dr. Bob Fuller
Senior Pastor
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leaving this morning, would you 
take with you the message from 
Esther that God is at work for 
salvation & deliverance? Whoever 
here is the most discouraged, the 
most in despair, the most fearful; 
God loves you, and He is at work 
for your deliverance.

Would you take home with you 
today, the reality that God is 
placing in your life, each day, the 
opportunity to grow, to change, to 
dare, to extend the Kingdom?

When it came to words, Louis was 
a true craftsman. But the words for 
which he will be best remembered 
are words that he quoted rather 
than crafted. Those who knew him 
best and loved him most will always 
remember the words from Isaiah 
quoted at the end of each reading 
of Scripture. Isaiah wrote, “the grass 
withers and the flower fades but the 
word of our God endures forever.” 
Indeed, “all flesh is grass and its 
beauty like the flower of the field… the 
grass withers and the flower fades but 
the word of our God endures forever.“ 
Isaiah 40:8.

I believe that Louis would want us to 
remember those words, especially 
in the time of his passing. Although 
we will grieve his passing and 
miss him dearly, he committed 
his extraordinary life to the belief 
that our lives in this world are 
fleeting, but God’s word of eternal 
life, His covenant promises and His 
commandments, last forever.

- GRACE AND PEACE, 

BOB FULLER
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L O V I N G  O N E  A N O T H E R  -  S T A Y  C O N N E C T E D

Weekly Sunday Services
Traditional Service: 9:00 AM in the Sanctuary & Online
Contemporary Service: 11:02 AM in Westminster Hall & Online
Online: www.fpcsanantonio.org/media

We have resumed in-person worship. Visit fpcsanantonio.org/reunion for reopening 
guidelines. We will continue streaming the 9:00 AM & 11:02 AM services live on our 
webpage fpcsanantonio.org/media. Please refresh your browser at the start of the 
live service to join in. A recorded version of each service will be available online 
immediately following the close of service. On-campus communion has resumed on 
the First Sunday of each month.

• 9:00 AM - Traditional Service in Sanctuary & Online
• 10:00 AM - Sunday School Hour - Various Online & On-Campus options for 

Adults, Youth, and Children.
• 11:02 AM - Contemporary Service in Westminster Hall & Online

Church Offices Open - 
Call (210) 226-0215

We have resumed our regularly 
scheduled business hours. The 
campus will be accessible by FPC 
members for necessary business and 
ministry. However, the doors will be 
locked. (Just call the staff receptionist 
to let them know you are here.) 

Care & Prayer
• Care and Concern: Call 210-222-

CARE (210-222-2273) for current 
list. Email lisas@fpcsat.org to join 
the email list.

• Request prayer and pray for others 
online at fpcsanantonio.org/
prayerwall.

• FPC Virtual Prayer Room meets 
Wednesdays on Zoom from 11:00 
AM - 12:00 PM. Zoom Meeting ID: 
826 9365 7302 | Password: 727274

Children
• Parents, contact Rozlyn Miller 

at rozlynm@fpcsat.org for more 
information or to join the Private 
Facebook Group.

Missions
• Connect with our FPC Missions 

Facebook Page (www.facebook.
com/fpcmissions).

• Visit fpcsanantonio.org/global-
missions for the most recent 
updates from our partners.

• Join our 9:38 Mission Prayer Text 
line to receive weekly prayer 
updates. Email lindsays@fpcsat.org 
with your mobile number to join.

• Contact Lindsay Selli at missions@
fpcsat.org for more information or 
to share ideas on how to help our 
community.

KEYS: Older Adults
• Friday Morning Zoom Meetings each 

week at 11:00 AM. Zoom ID 570 618 
8075. No Password. This will be our 
weekly online meeting whether we 
have a scheduled speaker or not.

• Request to join our private Facebook 
Group or get more information by 
emailing joem@fpcsat.org. 

University
• Email alexs@fpcsat.org
• Connect with us on Instagram & 

Twitter @fpc_umin & Facebook 
(www.facebook.com/2TenSATX).

Young Adults
• Watch fpcsanantonio.org/ya for 

updates.
• Contact Carrie at carriee@fpcsat.

org or Mitchell Moore at mitchellm@
fpcsat.org for more info.

Youth
• Instagram @fpcsayouth and 

Facebook (www.facebook.com/
fpcsayouth)

• Visit our FPC Youth webpage 
fpcsanantonio.org/youth for 
additional updates.

• Email Alex Clary at alexc@fpcsat.org 
or shoot the Youth Ministry a DM to 
get more information.

Connect with FPC's Ministries 
Ministries are still happening! We want to connect with you and continue to be the 

body of Christ in this unique time.

Sunday 
Classes
Various On-Campus & Online 
Options | Most classes meet during 
10:00 AM Sunday School Hour

fpcsanantonio.org/
children-sundays

fpcsanantonio.org/
youth-sundays

fpcsanantonio.org/
adults-sundays

fpcsanantonio.org/
uni-sundays

Fall Ladies Night Out
Tuesday | October 20 | 6:30 
PM | Multi-site Host Homes | 
fpcsanantonio.org/lno

Safe and small multi-site gathering 
for women. Meeting in many places, 
but all joining together to enjoy food, 
wine, and friends. (Registration 
required for seating purposes – you 
may request to sit with a specific 
person.) Please plan to bring your 
own meal, drink, and mask for COVID 
safety. Contact Nancy Scheifele at 
210-315-1618 or bbnn.scheifele@
gmail.com with any questions.

Fall Ministry Guide
Visit fpcsanantonio.org/fall2020 for 

the full ministry opportunities at FPC 
this semester for Adults, University, 
Youth, and Children.

http://www.fpcsanantonio.org/media
http://fpcsanantonio.org/reunion
http://fpcsanantonio.org/media
mailto:lisas%40fpcsat.org?subject=
http://fpcsanantonio.org/prayerwall
http://fpcsanantonio.org/prayerwall
mailto:rozlynm%40fpcsat.org?subject=
http://www.facebook.com/fpcmissions
http://www.facebook.com/fpcmissions
http://fpcsanantonio.org/global-missions
http://fpcsanantonio.org/global-missions
mailto:lindsays%40fpcsat.org?subject=
mailto:missions%40fpcsat.org?subject=
mailto:missions%40fpcsat.org?subject=
mailto:joem%40fpcsat.org?subject=
mailto:alexs%40fpcsat.org?subject=
http://www.facebook.com/2TenSATX
http://fpcsanantonio.org/ya
mailto:%20carriee%40fpcsat.org?subject=
mailto:%20carriee%40fpcsat.org?subject=
mailto:mitchellm%40fpcsat.org?subject=
mailto:mitchellm%40fpcsat.org?subject=
http://www.facebook.com/fpcsayouth
http://www.facebook.com/fpcsayouth
http://fpcsanantonio.org/youth
mailto:alexc%40fpcsat.org?subject=
http://fpcsanantonio.org/children-sundays
http://fpcsanantonio.org/children-sundays
http://fpcsanantonio.org/youth-sundays
http://fpcsanantonio.org/youth-sundays
http://fpcsanantonio.org/adults-sundays
http://fpcsanantonio.org/adults-sundays
http://fpcsanantonio.org/uni-sundays
http://fpcsanantonio.org/uni-sundays
http://fpcsanantonio.org/lno
mailto:bbnn.scheifele%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:bbnn.scheifele%40gmail.com?subject=
http://fpcsanantonio.org/fall2020
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L O V I N G  O N E  A N O T H E R

Virtual Prayer Room Wednesdays at 11:00 AM
Also, we have created our very own FPC Virtual Prayer Room. You guessed it! Below is the ZOOM link & phone number you 

can call to receive prayer every Wednesday from 11 AM-12 PM. Please don’t hesitate to ask for prayer.

Here is the login information for the FPC Virtual Prayer Room each Wednesday from 11:00 AM - 12:00 PM. Join the Zoom 
Meeting at https://bit.ly/2S1jS7X | Meeting ID: 826 9365 7302 - Password: 727274

Podcasts:
www.fpcsanantonio.org/media

Bob's No Fear Podcast
Date: Every Other Week

Sr. Pastor Bob Fuller shares a 
message of hope and victory through 
the “No Fear” podcast episodes on the 
FPC San Antonio Podcast Channel. 
He shares a short devotional passage 
and reports on important news 
related to the FPC community. Bob 
is joined by new co-hosts, Alex Clary 
(Director of Ministries to Youth and 
their Families) and Alex Solorio 
(Director of University Ministries.)

Pastor's Bible 
Study Fall 2020
Thursdays | 9:30 AM 
Sanctuary & Online at 
fpcsanantonio.org/pbs

Wednesdays | 7:00 PM | Covenant 
Hall

Revelation: One Vision…One Lord…
One Future

2020 has been a year like no other, 
leading people to ask, “what is God 
doing?” In the early days of the 
church, the first followers of Jesus 
Christ asked the same question and 
God answered by giving an incredible 
vision to the exiled apostle John.

This fall the Pastor’s Bible Study 
(PBS), led by Rev. Dr. Bob Fuller, will 
grapple with the book of Revelation. 
Many people see the last book of 
the Bible as a futuristic preview 
of ominous warning. Revelation, 
however, is a book of hope for 
Christians of all centuries (not just 
the end times).

Join Bob on Thursday mornings 
at 9:30 AM in the Sanctuary (so we 
can spread out), or virtually via 
live stream through the FPC app or 
fpcsanantonio.org/pbs. There will 
also be a special Wednesday night 
edition each week at 7:00 PM in 
Covenant Hall (no live stream on 
Wednesdays.) 

If you have any questions or to be 
placed with a group please contact 
Lellen Lane at lellenlane@aol.com or 
(210) 860-1395.

Reset Gathering
Monday | October 19 | 7:30 PM 
Westminster Hall & Live Stream 
fpcsanantonio.org/reset

RESET: A ministry for university 
students and young adults. We 
meet monthly for large RESET 
gatherings and then twice a month 
in smaller RESET groups to grow in 
our relationship with Christ as we 
walk with one another in fellowship 
and study God’s Word together. Join 
a group today! Your group leaders 
will contact you with details. RESET 
Gatherings will be from 7:00-8:15 on 
10/19 and 11/9 in Westminster Hall. 
We will have a virtual option as well. 
Contact Mitchell Moore (mitchellm@
fpcsat.org), Carrie Everson (carriee@
fpcsat.org), or Alex Solorio (alexs@
fpcsat.org) for more details. 

FPC Literature 
Circle
The FPC Literature Circle will not be 
meeting at the church this fall due to 
the COVID-19 virus. However, virtual 
reviews will be available on the 
church website, fpcsanantonio.org/
lit-circle.

We look forward to still being able to 
enjoy each speaker virtually. You will 
be notified via email of any changes 
to this information.

   Willie Willming, Publicity, 
ewillming@aol.com

Oct. 13: DEAR AND GLORIOUS 
PHYSICIAN by Taylor 
Caldwell,  
Reviewer: Rev. Becky 
Prichard

Nov. 10: THE DUTCH HOUSE by 
Ann Patchett,  
Reviewer: Jan Clayton

Dec.   8: BEFORE WE WERE YOURS 
by Lisa Wingate,  
Reviewer: Grace Clouse

Virtual Children’s Choir
Time: 5:00 – 5:30 PM
Dates: Wednesdays
Location: Zoom 
Contact: Kathy Jamison,  
kathyj@fpcsat.org
Children’s Choir is a fun and exciting 
way for your kids to get involved, 
make friends, learn great lessons, 
and get the opportunity to perform! 
Register online at fpcsanantonio.org/
childrens-choir.

https://bit.ly/2S1jS7X
http://www.fpcsanantonio.org/media
http://fpcsanantonio.org/pbs
http://fpcsanantonio.org/pbs
mailto:lellenlane%40aol.com?subject=
http://fpcsanantonio.org/reset
mailto:mitchellm%40fpcsat.org?subject=
mailto:mitchellm%40fpcsat.org?subject=
mailto:carriee%40fpcsat.org?subject=
mailto:carriee%40fpcsat.org?subject=
mailto:alexs%40fpcsat.org?subject=
mailto:alexs%40fpcsat.org?subject=
https://fpcsanantonio.org/grow/church-library/literature-circle/
https://fpcsanantonio.org/grow/church-library/literature-circle/
mailto:ewillming%40aol.com?subject=
mailto:kathyj%40fpcsat.org?subject=
http://fpcsanantonio.org/childrens-choir
http://fpcsanantonio.org/childrens-choir
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L O V I N G  O N E  A N O T H E R

Redeeming the Crisis 
Opportunities

Church Spiritual Gifts Survey
fpcsanantonio.org/gifts-survey

One of our first steps in REDEEMING THE CRISIS is to gather information. We are 
working to inventory our congregation to assess the skills, resources, relationships, 
connections and spiritual gifts we can bring to bear for the sake of our community. 
The Spiritual Gift Survey takes us to the step of personal investment, and will help 
us to learn how the Lord has designed and gifted each of us to show His mercy in 
this moment. You will be hearing a lot more about REDEEMING THE CRISIS. The 
Lord is summoning us to REACH OUT to our city, to REACH IN to one another and 
to REACH UP to the Lord Jesus Christ in prayer and worship.
 

October Food Drive 
You have a role in REDEEMING THE CRISIS! 
Drive Thru Drop Off - October 4 & 11 | 8:30 - 11 AM & October 8 | 9 AM - 12 PM 
Food Bag Packing - October 12 - 16 | Shifts 9 AM - 12 PM or 1 PM - 4 PM 
Food Distribution Day - October 17 | Shifts 8 AM - 12 PM or 12 PM - 3 PM
 
First Presbyterian Church is helping provide much needed food to families in 
the poorest zip code in San Antonio. We need YOU to participate! 

1. Drop off non-perishable food items without getting out of your car in the 
church parking lot on the first two Sundays in October (Oct. 4 & 11) from 
8:30 - 11:00 AM or on Thursday, October 8 from 9:00 - 12:00. There will also 
be clearly marked bins in the church lobby by the receptionist's desk (the 
can bin will be in the Ave. E entrance.) Please limit your donations to 15 
oz. canned vegetables, canned tuna or chicken, mac and cheese boxes and 
peanut butter.

2. Donate money which will be used to purchase food by either mailing a 
check to the church or donating on the website by selecting RTC. Please note 
'food donation' on the memo line. 

3. Volunteer to help pack food bags October 12 - 16 or to hand out food 
bags on October 17. Sign up to volunteer: https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/60b094fafab2ba7fb6-food.

FPC is collaborating with Catholic Charities in loving our under-resourced 
neighbors in San Antonio and you can help!

Questions? Please email Debra dsirakos@gmail.com.

Children's Sunday 
October 18 | Both Services 
9:00 AM and 11:02 AM
Join us as children have the 
opportunity to lead in worship 
during our services. The children 
will be assisting with the liturgy at 
the 9:00 AM and 11:02 AM services.
 All other children are invited to 
usher and participate where needed.
Contact heatherb@fpcsat.org for 
more information. 

Children’s Bible 
Workshops 
Sunday | October 11 | 10:00 AM
3rd Grade Kids & Parents | 
Assembly Room
2-year-old Parents | St. Andrew's 
Room
We desire to partner with parents 
for the spiritual nourishment of 
children through the reading and 
study of God’s Word. All 3rd grade 
children and their parents are 
invited to attend the workshop in the 
Assembly Room and two-year-old 
parents are invited to the workshop 
in St. Andrew’s Room during the 
10:00 AM Sunday School hour. This 
is a prerequisite to receive the Bibles 
on Children's Sunday, October 18.

Discover First 
Class 
October 25 | 12:15 - 4:00 PM  
On-Campus 
Register by October 21 at 
fpcsanantonio.org/discoverfirst 
First Pres is a community of people 
who love Christ, love one another, 
and love the city. Consider becoming 
a Covenant Partner and making this 
your home. Our next DiscoverFirst! 
Class is Sunday, October 25, from 
12:15 - 4:00 PM. Contact heatherb@
fpcsat.org for more information. 

http://fpcsanantonio.org/gifts-survey
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b094fafab2ba7fb6-food
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b094fafab2ba7fb6-food
mailto:dsirakos%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:heatherb%40fpcsat.org?subject=
https://fpcsanantonio.org/discover-first-registration-page/
http://fpcsanantonio.org/discoverfirst
mailto:heatherb%40fpcsat.org?subject=
mailto:heatherb%40fpcsat.org?subject=
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L O V I N G  T H E  C I T Y  &  T H E  W O R L D

Pick up Your Operation 
Christmas Child Shoeboxes
 
Beginning October 4 | After each service
 
Operation Christmas Child Shoe Boxes will be available starting October 
4, 2020, after each service and are due by Sunday, November 15, 2020. 
Contact heatherb@fpcsat.org for more information. 

BACK TO SCHOOL PRAYER
The Prayer Ministry 
Committee would like to 
thank all of those who 
participated and it is our 
hope that this event will 
spread to all schools in San 
Antonio in the years to come. 
What better way to send our 
youth and faculty back to 
school than by prayers of 
protection from Covid 19 as 
well as other illness, bullying 
and violence? 

Please continue to pray 
for our students, teachers, 
administrators and staff as 
schools re-open all over the 
nation.

JEANNIE DULLNIG
Prayer Ministry Committee

“He who dwells in the shelter 
of the Most High will rest in 
the shadow of the Almighty. 
I will say of the Lord, ‘He is 
my refuge and my fortress, 
my God, in whom I trust.’ 
Surely He will save you from 
the deadly pestilence. He will 
cover you with His feathers, 
and under His wings you will 
find refuge.” Psalms 91:1-4God was honored and local 

schools were lifted up in 
prayer on Sunday, August 30. 
These informal gatherings 
took place at the flagpole at 
5:30 pm and several schools 
in our City were covered 
in prayer for safety and 
protection of all who enter 
them.

mailto:heatherb%40fpcsat.org?subject=
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H
ave you ever wondered what “White For Harvest” 
actually looks like, as described by Jesus?

Imagine walking into your local grocery store, 
looking at everyone in the aisles and realizing that, 

besides yourself, there was maybe only one other person in the 
whole store who was a believer.

That is the current day state in Central and Eastern Europe where 
less than 1% are Christians. That’s the harvest field.

The Berlin Wall came down over 30 years ago, but the gloom 
of communism left a mark of atheism that continues to impact 
generations. In the late 1980s, young people provided the energy 
to break the power of communism, but that didn’t change the 
hearts of the people. To bring eternal change, people must be 
reached with the gospel of Jesus. 

Josiah Venture (JV) was founded in 1993 with just three young 
couples in Central Europe. JV’s mission is to equip young 
leaders to fulfill Christ’s commission through the local church 

WHITE FOR 
HARVEST

L O V I N G  T H E  W O R L D

PAUL WILLIAMS
Josiah Venture in Czech Republic
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– essentially Jesus’s final words in action. This is 
accomplished by JV missionaries sharing the hope 
of the gospel with youth through music, sports, 
media, language and schools all through local 
churches. 

One summertime ministry of JV is leading week-
long English language camps where youth are 
taught language skills and hear the saving message 
of forgiveness, grace and salvation each day. Last 
summer, 6,000 young people attended a JV English 
language camp and 352 of them gave their lives to 
Jesus.

Today, Josiah Venture has 350+ missionaries 
serving in 16 former communist countries, 
(Albania, Bulgaria, Croatia, Czech Republic, 
Estonia, Germany, Hungary, Latvia, Moldova, 
Montenegro, Poland, Romania, Serbia, Slovakia, 
Slovenia, and Ukraine).

With the world experiencing worldwide upheaval, 
despair and uncertainty through pandemic and 
calamity, the gospel is urgently needed to be 
shared with the lost. During this unprecedented 
time of quarantine and isolation, JV missionaries 
have been lifelines to youth in their towns. Despite 
barriers and opposition, young people have been 
giving their lives to Jesus, strongholds are being 
broken and hope is being restored.

Because the fields are still white for harvest, the 
commission of Christ beckons. Will you join us?

Paul Williams

L O V I N G  T H E  W O R L D

[Paul and Molli Williams, former members of First 
Pres, began serving with Josiah Venture this summer 
and will be moving soon to the Czech Republic where 
Paul will serve on the leadership team of JV as head 
of operations and finance. Molli will disciple young 
missionary families and local Czechs. And their 
youngest daughter, Mae (13), will be a JV kid and 
attend a local Czech school. You can learn more about 
their ministry with JV at www.josiahventure.com/
pmwilliams]

http://www.josiahventure.com/pmwilliams
http://www.josiahventure.com/pmwilliams
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B ack in June, the Session charged the Redeeming 
the Crisis Task Force (RTC) with discerning the 
greatest needs for our church and city from 

the casualties of COVID-19, discovering where God 
is working and developing an action plan for faithful 
participation in God’s work of redeeming the COVID-19 
crisis. We have just updated the Session on our work so 
far and we come to the congregation now with unbridled 
excitement to give you a very preliminary initial report 
on the work of your RTC. We have pulled together an 
amazing group of leaders and began the task in earnest 
and, by simply observing what has been accomplished 
so far, we can definitely say that “the gracious hand of 
our God is on us.”

The Two Phases of Ministry

Kingdom 
Flourishing  
During the Storm
• Initial Listening. In order to better discern exactly 

how this pandemic is affecting our FPC family the 
RTC leadership began by “listening” through the 

L O V I N G  C H R I S T .  L O V I N G  O N E  A N O T H E R .  L O V I N G  T H E  C I T Y .
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Then I said to them, “You 
see the trouble we are in: 
Jerusalem lies in ruins, and its 
gates have been burned with 
fire. Come, let us rebuild the 
wall of Jerusalem, and we will 
no longer be in disgrace.” I also 
told them about the gracious 
hand of my God on me and 
what the king had said to me. 
They replied, “Let us start 
rebuilding.” So they began this 
good work.  
 -Nehemiah 2:17-18

BEN & TERESA McCALEB
RTC Task Force Co-Chairs



11FIRST PRESS MAGAZINE

L O V I N G  T H E  C I T Y

FPC Shepherding Survey, with the goal of providing 
data for the Task Force team leaders and teams 
to more faithfully and fruitfully care for those 
afflicted by the crisis. the results offer great insight 
into how this pandemic is affecting our Covenant 
Partners and their communities. 

• Assessing both spiritual gifts and skills/talents. 
One of the principal goals of the RTC task force is 
to mobilize the members of our congregation for 
participation in redemptive opportunities in caring 
for those afflicted by the crisis. Every member 
of our FPC family matters and all of us must be 
involved in "Redeeming the Crisis." In order to 
assess both spiritual gifts and skills/talents of FPC 
family, the RTC put together the Gifts Survey, with 
the goal of providing the Task Force team leaders 
and our Covenant Partners themselves with the 
information required to mobilize our congregation. 
The Gifts Survey is available for you to complete 
online and will empower Covenant Partners to find 
their highest and best role in participating in God’s 
work of redeeming the crisis. 

• Strategic Food Support & Immediate Impact 
Opportunities. Our initial response was to come 
alongside existing partners, including CAM, Pay 
It Forward, and others, operating on the front 
lines by providing weekly staff lunches. We also 
provided emergency funding to Faith Based 
Institute and Daily Bread Ministries. KRL has 
been up and running again since June. The RTC 
has funded and hired two vital new positions, the 
KRL Security Host and the KRL Job Readiness 
position and their impact has been wonderful and 
immediate. The RTC task force will collaborate 
with Catholic Charities in helping provide 
food for families in the poorest zip code in San 
Antonio, 78207. FPC Covenant Partners will collect 

specific food items and several volunteers will 
help distribute on October 17. Finally, another 
immediate impact opportunity has been the Virtual 
Learning Site the church hosted (see companion 
article page 13). 

Kingdom 
Flourishing 
After the Storm
Five focus areas
The RTC Task Force team leaders have been working 
to define the steps the Lord’s Spirit is leading them to 
take. Every team leader is working to build a team of 
Covenant Partners and to plant seeds we pray will bear 
a harvest of righteousness. We will be working in five 
focus areas:

1. Holistic health including mental, physical, spiritual 
and financial

2. Work Transitions

3. Marriage, Family, and Children

4. Neighbors and Neighborhood(s)

5. Optimizing Impact through the Body of Christ
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We ask you join us in prayer for 
fruitfulness and wisdom in our labor.

The full RTC Report to Officers is 
available online at http://bit.ly/
RTCReport. There is much to be 
done and everyone in our church 
has a role in redeeming this crisis. 
We hope and pray that this brief 
summary and the linked full Report 
will inspire you to take the Gifts 
Survey, prayerfully discern what 
your area of service might be and 
then both join in this effort yourself 
and encourage other Covenant 
Partners to do the same.

So, together, “let us start rebuilding.”

Join in Right Now
Visit fpcsanantonio.org/redeeming-the-crisis and/or see page 6 
for more details.

Take the Spiritual Gifts and Skills/Talents Survey at 
fpcsanantonio.org/gifts-survey and prayerfully discern what 
your area of service might be. Then, join in this effort and 
enthusiastically encourage all Covenant Partners to do the same.

Only 32% of respondents to the Shepherding Survey said they 
had “no concerns” with their financial health and almost 45% 
said they were interested in being equipped in financial health. 
Pray for our Financial Peace University classes that began 
Sunday, September 20 and Wednesday, September 23.

Participate fully and encourage others to join in the October 
Food Drive over the next several weeks, culminating with the 
delivery of food boxes on October 17 to the poorest ZIP Code in 
San Antonio. fpcsanantonio.org/rtc-food-drive

http://bit.ly/RTCReport
http://bit.ly/RTCReport
http://fpcsanantonio.org/redeeming-the-crisis
http://fpcsanantonio.org/gifts-survey
http://fpcsanantonio.org/rtc-food-drive
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R
eading and lunch buddies have 
taken a hiatus as the schools are 
not open to volunteers, but that has 
not stopped our ministry partner 
SA Heals from loving and caring 
for their neighbors on the east side. 

God was good to allow FPC to come alongside SA 
Heals and partner with them in a couple of projects 
over the last few months. 

Jen and Charlie Foltz, founders of SA Heals, have 
a friend in the neighborhood who was living in 
a rent by the week hotel for the past year with 
her six children. Through hard work and saving 
money, she was able to move her family into a 
more stable home. Thanks to the generosity of our 
FPC family, we were able to help provide furniture, 
beds, dishes, etc., to help make a comfortable and 
welcoming place for this family. This mom felt the 
love of Christ through your gifts as evidenced by 
her words:

I wanted to personally thank each of you for all 
that you did to make my house a home for my 
children and myself. Your generosity and kindness 
fills me with hope! We are safe and loved and that 
makes life amazing! I will never forget the love 
I felt over the past weeks. Words cannot express 
how much it has meant to us. I wanted to send a 
picture of the kids enjoying the first family dinner 
we have had in some time. That is what each of 
you did for us! Thank you!!!!

SA Heals & Virtual 
Learning Center

Another way our FPC family shared the love 
of Christ was to help facilitate virtual learning 
for two east side families. For three weeks, 
FPC provided space and volunteers to help 
eight students navigate zoom classes, finish 
homework on laptops and ipads, as well as give 
individual instruction. We worked along with Jen 
and Charlie and are so grateful for their heart in 
developing relationships with these families, so 
they were comfortable allowing us to care for 
their children. Due to an ongoing need for one 
of the families, SA Heals and FPC will continue 
with the virtual learning site.

While none of us know what the rest of the 
year looks like with volunteer opportunities, we 
know that God will continue to work through our 
ministry partners and our church family and 
help us love our east side neighbors well.

L O V I N G  T H E  C I T Y
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H
appy Fall!! My friends 
in Vermont are telling 
me there has already 
been frost on the 

Pumpkins and that the morning 
and evening temperatures are 
dropping into the 30’s. Thanks be 
to God for South Texas Winter!!

September was a combination 
of practical, beautiful, fun, and 
humbling. Peggy Brown gave us 
additional ideas on how to be 
better organized. Monka Maeckle 
showed us how we could attract 
Monarch Butterflies, we met 
Giraffes from the San Antonio 
Zoo, and we toured the Holocaust 
Museum of San Antonio. All this 
without leaving the comfort of 
our own homes.

REV. DR. JOE MOORE
Minister for Older Adults and 

Congregational Care

L O V I N G  O N E  A N O T H E R

JOINING US BY ZOOM IN OCTOBER:
October 2 A Presentation from the National WASP 

Museum in Sweetwater TX (waspmuseum.org)

October 9 Ed Townley CEO of Cabot Cheese of Vermont

October 16 Working on this one!!

October 23 Open for suggestions??

October 30 Rev. Dr. Ron Scates on the history of the 
Reformation and what it means for us today

We meet on Fridays at 11:00 via Zoom meeting ID 570 618 8075 
Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5706188075 
No Password Necessary

If you need help with Zoom feel free to contact me @ 802-734-2329 
or Joem@fpcsat.org.

FLU SHOTS: 
We will not be offering our Flu Shot Clinic. Connect with your 
Doctor or local Pharmacies. Be sure to have all the necessary 
documentation needed. 

AARP DRIVING DISCOUNTS: 
If your AARP Safe Driving Class insurance discount is expiring, you 
can take the class online at www.aarpdriversafety.org

KEEPING EVERYONE YOUNG IN SPIRIT

14FIRST PRESS MAGAZINE

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5706188075
mailto:Joem%40fpcsat.org?subject=
http://www.aarpdriversafety.org
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WHO DOESN'T ENJOY RECEIVING A GIFT?

Webster’s dictionary defines 
a gift as a thing given willingly 
to someone without payment: a 
present. A gift is not something 
earned but a token or recognition 
of a special occasion, a milestone 
or just an expression of love. We 
have all enjoyed the pleasure of 
receiving as well as giving gifts. 
What fun to unwrap a special 
package, purchased just for 
us from someone who knows 
and loves us. How satisfying to 
watch someone we love receive 
something we have searched for 
that we think they will enjoy. 

Christmas is a time when 
we celebrate the biggest gift of 
all, the birth of our savior Jesus 
Christ. We certainly didn’t do 
anything to earn the gift of Christ 
but our God sent him “For God so 
loved the world that he gave his 
only Son so that everyone who 
believes in him may not perish 
but may have eternal life.” John 
3:16.

In celebration of God’s gift 
to us, most people exchange 
presents with those we know and 

love. We decorate our homes, 
prepare special meals, host 
parties and spend extra time 
with our family. But Christmas 
is also a time to remember those 
in our community who are 
less fortunate. Many families 
struggle to meet essential needs 
and the option to purchase gifts 
and holiday food is out of the 
question. Rather than a time of 
celebration, the holiday season 
can add stress to an already 
difficult situation. 

First Presbyterian Church 
has partnered with House 
of Neighborly Services for 
many years in a program now 
called Gift of Christmas. HNS 
is a non-profit, multi-service, 
neighborhood center founded 
in 1917 by Presbyterian 
missionaries. HNS screens 
families in need from the 
Westside neighborhood and we 
pair those families with FPC 
covenant partners to provide 
gifts for a family. Family sizes 
vary from 2-10 and you can 
choose the size family you would 

like to “adopt.” This year, because 
need is so great, we are also 
partnering with Presbyterian 
Children’s Home and Services to 
help a few single mothers and 
their children. 

Before we get too “wrapped 
up” in our holiday planning, 
please prayerfully consider 
including the needs of a local, 
less fortunate family in your 
Christmas giving budget. 
Encourage your Sunday school 
class or Circle or other group 
of friends to join with you to 
share the joy of this giving 
season by adopting a family. 
More information will be 
following soon in the weekly 
church bulletin and the monthly 
newsletter. Thank you in advance 
for your generosity.

“This service that you perform is 
not only supplying the needs of God’s 
people but is also overflowing in 
many expressions of thanks to God.” 
(2 Corinthians 9:12)
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A
s I am writing this newsletter, we have 
experienced that first hint of Fall in the air! 
With the change in seasons in the not-so-
distant future I am encouraged that change 
is good for all of us. Everyone is learning to 

modify and adapt. The WOC officers, committee and circle 
chairs are re-thinking past procedures for events and 
putting a new spin on things! After all, God gave us creative 
minds to acclimate during previous world-events – at least 
we do not have to rely on smoke-signals and messenger 
pigeons! We can look for joy in simple things, we can trust 
in God’s provisions--He knows our every need before we do, 
and we can trust that He calls us to step outside of focusing 
on our limitations—I say this more to remind myself, but if 
this applies to you then join me in this effort! 

It is never fun to discuss money matters and yet it is a 
necessary discussion as a reminder to all members of WOC 
(even those not connected to a Circle), if our members do 
not make financial pledges we cannot provide for some of 

WOMEN OF THE CHURCH

OCTOBER UPDATE
BETSY ZACHRY
President, Women of the Church 
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our “normal” areas of service. We are 
self-funded and receive no money 
from the Church. 

We kicked off our first Council 
Meeting of the year with 20 women in 
attendance in Westminster Hall and 
approx. ten members watching on 
Zoom. Many thanks to Susie Patterson 
who acted as our meeting host. 

By the time this newsletter goes to 
press we will have just completed our 
Fall Legacy Luncheon with speakers 
Doug and Barbie Beach. They will 
address the work being done in the 
mental health field and it promises 
to be an enlightening talk filled with 
hope in these unsettling times. We 
are so thankful for the dedication and 
time the Beaches committed to bring 
much needed services and healing 
to San Antonio. Watch a recording 
of their talk at fpcsanantonio.org/
legacylunch.

October has two events coming 
up. The Christmas craft project will 
Tuesday, October 20, at 9:30 AM at the 
Church in room 108. The members of 
Circle 8 plan this craft as a gift to the 
sweet men and women who reside at 
Morningside Manor. We will find a 
way to celebrate the Advent season 
with them and let them know they 
are in our hearts and prayers.

http://fpcsanantonio.org/legacylunch
http://fpcsanantonio.org/legacylunch
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That same evening we will have 
our Ladies Night Out-Side event. 
Many thanks to Nancy Scheifele, 
her assistant, Brooke Peacock, 
and their committee for creating 
an opportunity to safely gather in 
small groups of 8 - 10. Everyone is 
asked to bring their own food and 
beverage. Reservations must be 
made by October 13th. Nancy and 
committee will assign everyone, 
including carpool groups, to a 
specific home. 

WOC continues to extend open 
arms to any woman interested 
in participating in mission type 
work whether from home or in 
person—email, call or text me 
your interest and I will include 
you on my contact list—I will send 
out opportunities through our 
Recording Secretary, Julie Hill, 
once a month to our membership 
with specific needs whether it is 
writing notes of encouragement 
to first responders, prayer needs, 
sending a gift card to new parents 
or foster parents, or financially 
supporting a mission partner’s 
request. **WOC will be providing 
pre-packaged lunches for 15 
Habitat for Humanity builders 
on October 2. Since this was not 
budgeted monetary donations are 
greatly appreciated!

Any members interested in 
hearing about the wonderful 
work that **PCHAS (Presbyterian 
Children’s Home and Services) 
is doing can do so by attending 
the Zoom Luncheon to hear 
their always-inspiring speakers! 

UPCOMING 
WOC EVENTS:

• Habitat for Humanity 
Lunches | October 2 
Monetary donations 
greatly appreciated!

• WOC Moderators and 
Council Meeting 
Monday, October 5 | 
9:45 AM | Westminster 
Hall

• PCHAS Zoom 
Luncheon | October 
6 | 12:00 - 12:30 PM 
Email Diane Carssow 
dianecarssow@gmail.
com

• Christmas Craft Project 
for Morningside 
Manor Residents | 
Tuesday, October 20 | 
9:30 AM | Room 108

• Ladies Night Out | 
Tuesday, October 20 
| 6:30 PM | Multi-site 
Host Homes 
Register by Oct. 13 at 
fpcsanantonio.org/lno

• SAVE THE DATE 
February 26 & 27  
FPC Women's Retreat

The date is Tuesday, October 6, 
12:00 – 12:30 PM. Please contact, 
Diane Carssow (Coordinator) at: 
dianecarssow@gmail.com or 
512-940-3424.

Judy Kruger and her wonderful 
team are busy applying the final 
touches to the 175th Anniversary 
Cookbook. This is guaranteed 
to be a family favorite! We hope 
to have it in hand in time for 
Christmas giving! 

Please mark your calendars 
for Friday and Saturday, February 
26 & 27 for the Women’s Retreat 
here at First Presbyterian. It 
promises to be enlightening, fun 
and an opportunity to grow in 
your knowledge of who you are in 
Christ. You will not want to miss 
this gathering! More details to 
come! 

Finally, Pastor Bob has been 
meeting with Co-chairs, Katie 
Farrimond and Butch Gerfers and 
the 175th Anniversary Committee, 
to plan the events surrounding 
the celebration of our Church’s 
wonderful milestone. More 
details will be forthcoming.

As always, I am available by 
phone, text or email. If you have 
questions, recommendations or 
need information about WOC, 
please do not hesitate to reach 
out. Email: betsyz@swbell.net or 
210-262-1236

**Indicates immediate service or 
event dates
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FIRST CUP READINGS OCTOBER, 2020
Dear Family in Christ,
First Cup is designed to assist you in the habit of daily Bible reading and prayer. The name is to remind 
you that as you reach for your first cup of morning coffee or tea, reach also for your Bible and prayer 
list. The prayers at the beginning of each week are taken from hymns, sometimes found in obscure 
hymnals in my library. They are intended to be read as your beginning prayer, to focus your mind on 
the daily readings that follow. May this spiritual discipline strengthen you as you face each day.

Blessings and love in Christ, Sandy Sturch

Let the morning bring me word of your unfailing love, for I have put my trust in you. Show me the way I should go, for to you I lift up my soul.— Psalm 143:8

1 Romans 9; Jeremiah 18; Isaiah 29:13-16; 64:5-9
2  Isaiah 65; Romans 10
3 Romans 11; Psalm 139

A charge to keep have I, a God to glorify; a never dying soul to save 
and fit it for the sky. To serve the present age, my calling to fulfill; 
Oh, may it all my powers engage to do my Master’s will! Arm me 
with jealous care, as in Thy sight to live; and, oh, Thy servant, Lord, 
prepare a strict account to give. Help me to watch and pray, and on 
Thyself rely, assured if I my trust betray I shall forever die. (Worship 
in Song, #190) 

4 Romans 12; Leviticus 19:18; Proverbs 20:22;  
1 Peter 2:11-12 

5 Romans 13; Titus 3:1-11; 1 Thessalonians 4:1-12
6 Romans 14; Psalm 34:14; Hebrews 12:14-15;  

1 Corinthians 8:9-13
7 Romans 15-16; Romans 12:10; 1 Peter 1:22;  

1 John 4:7-21; 27
8 1 Peter 1; 1 Chronicles 29:15; Psalm 39:12; 

Hebrews 13:13-16; Ephesians 2:1-13
9 1 Peter 2:1-12; Romans 13:8-14;  

1 Corinthians 3:16-17; 6:19; Psalm 65:1-4
10 1 Peter 2:13-3:22; Ephesians 5:22-6:9; Romans 13

I heard an old, old story, how a Saviour came from glory, how He 
gave His life on Calvary to save a wretch like me. I heard about 
His groaning, of His precious blood’s atoning, then I repented of my 
sins and won the victory. I heard about His healing, of His cleansing 
power revealing, how He made the lame to walk again and caused 
the blind to see. And then I cried “Dear Jesus, come and heal my 
broken spirit”; and somehow Jesus came and brought to me the 
victory. Oh, victory in Jesus, my Saviour forever! He sought me and 
bought me with His redeeming blood. He loved me ‘ere I knew Him, 
and all my love is due Him. He plunged me to victory beneath the 
cleansing flood. (Worship in Song, # 434)

11 1 Peter 4; Philippians 1:27-30; Revelation 2:10
12 Jeremiah 10:21; 23:1-4; Matthew 9:36;  

John 10:1-18; 1 Peter 5 
13 Matthew 17:1-8; 2 Peter 1; 2 Timothy 3:16-17;  

Psalm 119:105; 2 Corinthians 4:6 
14 2 Peter 2; Hebrews 6:4-6 
15 Ezekiel 12:21-28; 2 Peter 3; 2 Corinthians 6:1-2  
16 1 Timothy 1; Romans 5:21; 7:7-8:17;  

Hebrews 5:11-14; James 3:1; 1 Peter 2:1-3 

17  1 Timothy 2; Genesis 3;  
 Proverbs 31; 11:16, 22; 14:1

He giveth more grace when the burdens grow greater, He sendeth 
more strength when the labor increases; to added affliction He 
addeth His mercy, to multiplied trials, His multiplied peace. His love 
has no limit, His grace has no measure, His power has no boundary 
known unto men; For out of His infinite riches in Jesus, He giveth, 
and giveth, and giveth again! (Hymns for the Family of God, #112)

18 1 Timothy 3; Romans 12; Hebrews 13:17  
19 1 Timothy 4; 1:7; John 13:1-17; 1 Corinthians 11:1
20 1 Timothy 5:1-6:2; 1 Corinthians 7:8; James 1:27; 

Ephesians 6:5-9; Psalm 68:4-5
21 1 Timothy 6:3-21; Ecclesiastes 4:4-8; Luke 12; 

Revelation 3:14-22
22 2 Timothy 1; Mark 8:34-38; Romans 1:8-17; 

Philippians 1:12-30; 1 Peter 4:12-19
23 2 Timothy 2; Romans 6:1-14; Ephesians 4:1-3
24 2 Timothy 3; Jeremiah 12:10-11; 23:1-4;  

John 10:1-16; Acts 20:25-31

Fight the good fight with all thy might! Christ is thy strength, and 
Christ thy right; Lay hold on life, and it shall be thy joy and crown 
eternally. Run thou the race through God’s good grace, lift up thine 
eyes, and seek His face; life with its way before us lies, Christ is the 
path, and Christ the prize. Faint not nor fear, His arms are near, He 
changeth not and thou art dear; Only believe, and then thou shall 
see that Christ is all in all to thee. (The Baptist Hymnal, # 406)

25 2 Timothy 4; 1 Corinthians 9:24-27;  
Philippians 3:7-4:1

26 Titus 1; 1 Timothy 1:1-7; 1 Corinthians 4:1-2; 
Philippians 1:9-11

27 Titus 2; Deuteronomy 6:1-9; 11:18-21; Psalm 25; 
Proverbs 9:9; 22:17-21

28  Titus 3; Romans 13; 1 Peter 2:17
29  Philemon 1; 1 Peter 3:15-16; Luke 9:26;  

Matthew 6:14; Luke 17:1-4; Romans 16
30  Revelation 1:1-8; John 1:1-18;  

Revelation 21:6; 22:6-21
31  Revelation 1:9-20; Daniel 7:13-14;  

Matthew 5:14-16; 16:13-20



19FIRST PRESS MAGAZINE

FIRST CUP PRAYER LIST
In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought 
to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words cannot 
express. (Romans 8:26).

Date Name of Person Request God’s Answer

L O V I N G  C H R I S T



Interested in receiving the First Press magazine digitally?  Want to get the weekly newsletter email?

CONNECT WITH US!

To Sign-Up go to:
fpcsanantonio.org/comm-connect

Online Worship Services 9:00 AM & 11:02 AM Sundays
www.fpcsanantonio.org/media

210-226-0215 • www.fpcsanantonio.org

OFFICES LOCATED AT AVENUE E NEAREST MCCULLOUGH
404 N ALAMO STREET, SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 78205-1918 @fpcsanantonio

Need help accessing worship services or classes online? 
Volunteers with FPC’s Have a Need/Fill a Need program 
are ready to help with your tech needs as well as:

• Pick up and deliver your groceries or medicines 
(you can reimburse us when we leave them at your 
door)

• Call you and pray with you
• Call you just to talk
• Help you download the mobile App, log-on to hear 

a Podcast, or watch online Worship.

You are not alone. Your FPC Family is here for you. Let us 
help! Go to fpcsanantonio.org/fill-a-need to sign-up and a 
volunteer will contact you shortly.

Want to make a difference in our neighborhood and 
community? Sign up for our COVID Outreach at https://bit.
ly/2XXYLqI.

Have A Church  
Technology Need?

http://www.fpcsanantonio.org/comm-connect
http://www.fpcsanantonio.org/media
http://www.fpcsanantonio.org
https://fpcsanantonio.org/fill-a-need/
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