Ephesians: More Than We Can See

The Big Picture and Paul’s Second Prayer (The Cosmic Mission)

Ephesians 3:1-20

Week 8: November 1, 2018

1. What does it mean to be a prisoner of Christ Jesus? Why was Paul in this situation? What is different about this situation than when most people are in prison?

2. What exactly is the mystery that Paul is referring to? In verse 3, what was the “secret plan” God revealed to Paul?

3. What three nouns does Paul use to describe the gentiles?  (heirs, members, partakers)? Heirs of what? Members of what? Partakers of what? What does this show about the relative spiritual position of the Jews and Gentiles?

4. Was the understanding of God’s plan in Christ available to the non-Jews of previous generations?

5. Who are the authorities in the heavenly places? To whom is the manifold wisdom of God being revealed? 

6. Why does he call himself the least of all saints? Since he was the least of all saints, how come he could accomplish so much for God? What principles can we learn from this?

7. What is the church’s responsibility as mentioned here? What does this tell us about the common believer’s responsibilities?

8. In view of God’s purpose in Christ, and the confidence that each saint can have when he receives Christ, what does Paul request of the saints in Ephesus?

9. Why was it necessary for Paul to suffer the things he did?

10. In what is the Christian to be rooted and founded?

11. In verse 18, Paul says, “And may you have the power to understand, as all God’s people should, how wide, how long, how high, and how deep his love really is.” What does this mean? Elaborate. How wide is God’s love? How long is God’s love? How high is God’s love? How deep is God’s love?

