Abraham, Sarah and the God who Keeps His Promises:

Episode 10: A Eulogy for Sarah/ A Future for Isaac/ The Death of Abraham
March 22, 2018

Read: Genesis 23-25:11

As we come to the end of Abraham and Sarah’s story, we must consider the question, “What did Abraham’s faith achieve for him? Was it worth all the effort, all the sacrifices, all the pain? Did God indeed fulfill his promises to Abraham?” The answer given to us in Genesis 23-25 is “yes and no,” or better, “yes and not yet.” Yes, God had begun to fulfill his promises to Abraham. But no, those promises were not yet fulfilled completely; he still had to die as he lived, in faith.

1. How did Abraham respond to Sarah’s death? How is this a model for us?
2. How should the grief of a Christian differ from that of a non-Christian when loved ones die?
3. How does Abraham describe himself in Genesis 23:4? Why would such a man want to purchase a piece of property?
4. Like Abraham, we possess a “down payment” of the promises of God. What is our down payment, and how does it foreshadow our full inheritance as joint heirs with Christ? Read 2 Corinthians 1:22 for help.
5. What does it mean to you to be an alien and a stranger in this world? How does it affect the decisions you make from day to day?
6. Why was Abraham so determined that Isaac should not go back to their home country?
7. How did Abraham’s servant go about discerning God’s will as to which girl was the right one? How do you go about discerning God’s will in such matters?
8. In whom was Abraham trusting for this important provision? What did Abraham believe about God’s ability to govern people and circumstances according to his will? What do you believe about God’s ability to bring about his will in a sinful world?
9. What are some misunderstandings about finding God’s will that are common among Christians today?
10. Read Hebrews 11. What did Abraham have in common with the other great men and women described in this passage? How did it make a difference in the way he lived?
11. Which promises did Abraham live to see fulfilled? Which did he hold only by faith when he died?
12. Through his many experiences with God, Abraham grew strong in faith. How are you growing stronger in faith, and what means is God using to bring about your growth?
13. List the three most important truths from the life of Abraham that have made an impact on you.

