Abraham, Sarah and the God who Keeps His Promises:

Episode 8: Serious About Sin

March 1, 2018
Read: Genesis 18:22-19:38
The Lord brought Abraham into his deliberations concerning Sodom. Abraham was, after all, a prophet, and in the Bible the Lord regularly announces his plans in advance to his prophets (see Amos 3:7). This is especially true when judgment is impending. People must know that the judgment that has befallen the wicked is not simply a natural disaster or an accident of fate.
1. Who visited Abraham, and how did Abraham respond to their visit? (18:2-8)

2. In Genesis 18:23–25, what is the basis for Abraham’s bold pleading on behalf of Sodom? Is God’s just character good news or bad news?
3. Who visited Lot? (19:1-2)

4. How did the men in Sodom and Gomorrah treat Lot's guests, and how did Lot respond? (19:4-8)

5. Why was Lot so hesitant to leave Sodom? How did the angels finally get him to leave the city?
6. What happened to the men surrounding Lot's house? (19:9-11)

7. When Lot and his family fled the city, what did his visitors tell them to do and not to do? (19:16-25)

8. Why did Lot leave Sodom at the last minute? (19:12-22)

9. What did Lot's wife do, and what happened to her? (19:26)

10. Why is it so hard for people to turn away from or flee from sin? 

11. What did Lot's daughters do? Why? (19:30-38)

12. How does Abraham’s pleading on behalf of corrupt Sodom form a model for our own attitude toward the godless pagans we meet today?
13. In what ways have we become hardened to the evil around us? 

14. How does society desensitize people to sinful behavior? 
15. What does the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah teach you about God’s attitude toward sin? Does God still punish sin today? If so, how?
16. Describe how Lot’s location changed after he left Abraham.
17. Lot’s decision to live in Sodom, surrounded by depravity, put him in a terrible dilemma—whether to protect his guests or his family. How do the effects of sin, yours and others, complicate your life and put you in compromising situations?
18. How far is God willing to go to persuade you to leave your sinful life behind? In what ways has God shown you his grace against your will?
19. Are there times when you act as Lot’s wife did, looking back on your old sin-filled life with longing and wishing you didn’t have to leave it behind? How does this attitude affect your relationship with God?
