Abraham, Sarah and the God who Keeps His Promises:

Episode 7: Signs of the Covenant: Circumcision and New Names

February 22, 2018

Read: Genesis 17:1-16
God came to Abram again and as He had in the past, God confirmed the promises He had made.
But this time, God also adds something new. God not only told Abram his promises, He wanted to make sure that Abram also understood His expectations.  God expected Abraham and his descendants to be different from the Canaanites, and the Babylonians, and the Sodomites and the Egyptians, and He was going to give them signs to communicate their new identity. 
1. How did God introduce Himself when He appeared to Abram? What did He ask Abram to do?
2. Why did God give Abram a new name? What do the names Abram and Abraham mean?
3. What do the names Sarai and Sarah mean? 
4. Did the covenant blessings affect Abraham only? Why is it significant that God promised to be Abraham’s God and the God of his descendants as well?
5. How does the biblical understanding of God, as the covenant initiator and covenant keeper, go against popular views of God in our society?
6. Read Malachi 3:17-18
a. 17 “They shall be mine, says the Lord of hosts, in the day when I make up my treasured possession, and I will spare them as a man spares his son who serves him. 18 Then once more you shall see the distinction (see the difference) between the righteous and the wicked, between one who serves God and one who does not serve him.
”
b. How do God’s words to Malachi relate to God’s command to “walk before me, and be blameless?” (17:1) or Leviticus 19:2: “…You shall be holy, for I the Lord your God am holy.”
7. How does God expect people to “see the difference” in us?
8. God displayed ownership of Abraham’s life by changing his name and requiring circumcision. How does He display ownership of your life?
9. What is the relationship between circumcision and baptism? 
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