3

[image: image1.jpg]HOUSE OF ﬁ
prayer |1
b |





Praying for Compassion for the City
Read Matthew 9:35-38.
35 And Jesus went throughout all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction. 36 When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 37 Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; 38 therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.”

Leading up to this story, Jesus had been healing lepers, casting out demons, and making paralytics walk. He had just preached the Sermon on the Mount and was on a teaching tour in the synagogues. Matthew gives just a sampling of Jesus’ activities. He was travelling all over the place, and everywhere he went, he was overwhelmed by the needs—physical needs, material needs, health needs, and especially spiritual needs of the people. Diseased people, impoverished people, helpless people, widows and orphans populated every town and village. 
Jesus didn’t just see the physical afflictions—he saw that the people were lost in the darkness of the world. They were destroying themselves morally and spiritually—some because they were corrupt and rebellious, some because they were ignorant and didn’t know any better, and some because they were enslaved by demonic spiritual forces beyond rational comprehension. The Bible says that people were suffering from every disease and every affliction.  And Matthew says that when he saw all these people with all of their needs, He had compassion for them. 
Compassion is the English translation of the Greek word splagchnizomai. While this translation is not incorrect, it does not capture the full flavor of the original word. Splagchnizomai means, literally, to have a deep sickening pity for someone. Jesus was literally getting a stomach-ache over what he saw, and said “this is making me sick.”
Splagchnizomai is more than just “bless your heart”—type superficial pity. This is gut wrenching, heart-aching compassion. People were hurting and hell-bound and it was tearing Jesus up inside. He had splagchnizomai for them. 
Matthew says that the people were in this situation because they were like sheep without a shepherd. There was no one to guide them, no one to show them the way of righteousness, and no one to lead them. There was no one showing them that there is a better way. There was no shepherd. There was no leader to whom they could look. They were just bleating—whimpering—in their pain, darkness and ignorance. 
Seeing the needs, Jesus said to the disciples, “the needs are overwhelming so we are going to pray. All of these needs—all these different diseases and afflictions, all of these lost and hell-bound people in all these cities and towns—are overwhelming. So we are going to ‘pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.’” 

Notice what he did not say. He did not say “we are going to pray for God to take care of all of these sick and afflicted people.” He said, “We are going to pray for God to churn up more people to get involved. We need more hands involved. We need more lives given over to service and proclamation. We need more stomachs aching with compassion.” 

In a moment when the Son of God could have called on the disciples to pray that God the Father would pour down his power on the earth—that all people would be healed and all sorrow cease, and all corruption end—he told them to pray for something else. We would expect Him to say, “pray for these poor suffering souls, that God, in his divine power, would help them and deliver them from their misery.” 

That, however, was not what he commanded. He did not pray that God would help them, or “fix” the problem. Rather he had them pray that God would send “laborers into the harvest.” Instead of telling them to pray for power, Jesus told them to pray for participation. They should pray that God would make people restless for righteousness and that God would discomfit them with compassion in the pit of their stomachs. They should pray that God would make them uncomfortable enough to join the harvest. They should pray that God would make people care enough to get involved and serve others.  
How do you get splagchnizomai? You pray for it! Jesus said “pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.” Compassion begins with the grace of God and I believe that through His word, the Lord Jesus Christ is telling us to pray for participation. 
That prayer begins by praying for our own availability. As followers of Jesus Christ, we must pray that God will touch each of us by His grace and give each of us such splagchnizomai, such a restlessness that we pray “Lord, use me. … Help me to clear my calendar. Make me available to you. Make me a laborer in your harvest.” This is a risky prayer to pray, because He could give us splagchnizomai (compassion). It is a prayer that the Holy Spirit would make us uncomfortable: uncomfortable about the situation of people we see around us on the streets; uncomfortable about race relations and community in our country; uncomfortable about the need for volunteers at loaves and fishes; uncomfortable about the need for Sunday School teachers or the needs of our homebound members.
This month we are going to pray for our city. Jeremiah 29:4-7 says: 
4 “Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, to all the exiles whom I have sent into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon: 5 Build houses and live in them; plant gardens and eat their produce. 6 Take wives and have sons and daughters; take wives for your sons, and give your daughters in marriage, that they may bear sons and daughters; multiply there, and do not decrease. 7 But seek the welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile, and pray to the Lord on its behalf, for in its welfare you will find your welfare.

On Saturday, February 10, we have a special opportunity to demonstrate our love for Jesus Christ, our love for one another and our love for the city.  “Love 2.1.0.” is an event to connect us with our neighbors and local mission partners for a day of service. 

Let’s pray for our city, our communities, and our neighborhoods. Let’s also pray for ourselves, that God would ignite our spirits with splagchnizomai. 
Grace and Peace, 
Bob Fuller

Prayer Guide, Week 1 (February 11 – 17)
This Week’s Focus: Pray for the City 
:00

Arrive at ______________________



Call to Order: Facilitator or Host



Brief Opening Prayer: An Invocation asking God to Be Present in the Meeting

:05
Check-In: Prayer requests, prayer reports, testimonials and faith stories. “What has God been doing?”  

:20
Preparing to Pray. Read Psalm 122:1-9 and Jeremiah 29:4-7 together (each participant reads one verse until the reading is finished) and reflect on the following questions

· Jerusalem was the city of God’s people, and God commanded them to pray for their city. How should we pray for our city, San Antonio?

· How can we identify with the exiles of Jeremiah 29, and how should we work for the welfare of the city? 

· If San Antonio was a person with prayer needs, what prayer concerns would she have? 

:30
First, pray the whole Lord’s prayer together. 

Then, pray through each petition in turn, and lift up  the group’s prayer concerns before God. 


Pray for San Antonio. Pray for schools, neighborhoods, businesses, and churches. Pray for the Military community and for those in the city temporarily. Pray for the morale of the city, and the leadership of the city. 

Finally, lift up the specific “prayer requests” that San Antonio might plead before God. 

    1:00

Conclude the meeting with Prayer.
Psalm : 122  Let Us Go to the House of the Lord

1 
I was glad when they said to me, 

“Let us go to the house of the Lord!” 


2 
Our feet have been standing 

within your gates, O Jerusalem! 


3 
Jerusalem—built as a city 

that is bound firmly together, 


4 
to which the tribes go up, 

the tribes of the Lord, 



as was decreed for Israel, 

to give thanks to the name of the Lord. 


5 
There thrones for judgment were set, 

the thrones of the house of David. 


6 
Pray for the peace of Jerusalem! 

“May they be secure who love you! 


7 
Peace be within your walls 

and security within your towers!” 


8 
For my brothers and companions’ sake 

I will say, “Peace be within you!” 


9 
For the sake of the house of the Lord our God, 

I will seek your good. 

Jeremiah 29:4-7 

4 “Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, to all the exiles whom I have sent into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon: 5 Build houses and live in them; plant gardens and eat their produce. 6 Take wives and have sons and daughters; take wives for your sons, and give your daughters in marriage, that they may bear sons and daughters; multiply there, and do not decrease. 7 But seek the welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile, and pray to the Lord on its behalf, for in its welfare you will find your welfare.



Prayer Guide, Week 2 (February 18 – 24)

This Week’s Focus: Pray for the Repentance of the City
:00

Arrive at ______________________



Call to Order: Facilitator or Host



Brief Opening Prayer: An Invocation asking God to Be Present in the Meeting

:05
Check-In: Prayer requests, prayer reports, testimonials and faith stories. “What has God been doing?”  

:20
Preparing to Pray. Read Jonah 3:1-10 together and reflect on the following questions  

· Why is repentance necessary for the health of a city? 

· What are the “problems” for which this community must repent? 

· What did God do when the people of the city repented? 

:30
First, pray the whole Lord’s prayer together. 

Then, pray through each petition in turn, and lift up the group’s prayer concerns before God. 

Pray that God will make His people, the church, bold to repent and confess our own sins. 

Pray that God will give Christians the courage to speak God’s truth in love. 


Finally, pray that God will move people to repentance. Pray for the problems of the city—particularly problems of crime, racial tension, poverty and corruption. Pray that God will change the hearts of the leaders and the people of San Antonio.  Pray that He will help them understand how His truth can make a difference in our communities.  

    1:00

Conclude the meeting with Prayer.
Jonah 3:1-10
Jonah Goes to Nineveh
3 Then the word of the Lord came to Jonah the second time, saying, 2 “Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and call out against it the message that I tell you.” 3 So Jonah arose and went to Nineveh, according to the word of the Lord. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly great city, three days’ journey in breadth. 4 Jonah began to go into the city, going a day’s journey. And he called out, “Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” 5 And the people of Nineveh believed God. They called for a fast and put on sackcloth, from the greatest of them to the least of them. 

The People of Nineveh Repent
6 The word reached the king of Nineveh, and he arose from his throne, removed his robe, covered himself with sackcloth, and sat in ashes. 7 And he issued a proclamation and published through Nineveh, “By the decree of the king and his nobles: Let neither man nor beast, herd nor flock, taste anything. Let them not feed or drink water, 8 but let man and beast be covered with sackcloth, and let them call out mightily to God. Let everyone turn from his evil way and from the violence that is in his hands. 9 Who knows? God may turn and relent and turn from his fierce anger, so that we may not perish.” 

10 When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil way, God relented of the disaster that he had said he would do to them, and he did not do it. 



Prayer Guide, Week 3 (February 25 – March 3)

This Week’s Focus: Pray for the Discipleship of the City
:00

Arrive at ______________________



Call to Order: Facilitator or Host



Brief Opening Prayer: An Invocation asking God to Be Present in the Meeting

:05
Check-In: Prayer requests, prayer reports, testimonials and faith stories. “What has God been doing?”  

:20
Preparing to Pray. Read Micah 4:1-5 together and reflect on the following questions:

· In Micah’s vision, what is the rallying point that draws people together?

· What are the community benefits for a community that learns God’s “ways” and walks in God’s “paths?” 

:30
First, pray the whole Lord’s prayer together. 

Then, pray through each petition in turn, and lift up the group’s prayer concerns before God. 


Finally, pray that God will draw people to His Son and to His church. Pray that God will give people the vision described in Micah’s vision and help them understand how God’s truth can make a difference in our communities.  

    1:00

Conclude the meeting with Prayer.
Micah 4:1-5: The Mountain of the Lord
4 It shall come to pass in the latter days 

that the mountain of the house of the Lord 



shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 

and it shall be lifted up above the hills; 



and peoples shall flow to it, 


2 
and many nations shall come, and say: 



“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, 

to the house of the God of Jacob, 



that he may teach us his ways 

and that we may walk in his paths.” 



For out of Zion shall go forth the law, 

and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 


3 
He shall judge between many peoples, 

and shall decide disputes for strong nations far away; 



and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 

and their spears into pruning hooks; 



nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 

neither shall they learn war anymore; 


4 
but they shall sit every man under his vine and under his fig tree, 

and no one shall make them afraid, 

for the mouth of the Lord of hosts has spoken. 


5 
For all the peoples walk 

each in the name of its god, 



but we will walk in the name of the Lord our God 

forever and ever. 
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