


The life of the congregation is enriched by the many different kinds of service that 
members offer. This represents an expression of Paul’s great picture of the church 
as the body of Christ, with each member contributing to the health of the whole. 
(I Corinthians 12)

Congregational leadership is one important area of service in the church. Each 
year, members of First Presbyterian Church are called by the congregation to ex-
ercise a ministry of leadership within the church as Elders and Deacons. These are 
distinctive leadership roles, calling for particular gifts and commitment.

Our collection of nominees for Elders and Deacons is the result of a large pool 
of consideration. Furthermore, our selection has been based on two key attri-
butes—A serving heart, and the talents and skills that each person brings to the 
First Pres family of leadership.

The following 9 Elder Positions have been selected:
Elder Class of 2020: Eight
Unexpired 2019 Term: One

The following 18 Deacon Positions have been selected:
Deacon Class of 2020: 17
Unexpired 2018 Term: One

Tres Buchek, Michael Wood, Charlotte Milner, Susan De Koch, Rhae Chell 
Mauze, John Carter, Becky Byrd, Jobe Jackson, Chuck Bunn
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Elders in Class 2020

WENDY GARCIA
Originally from Nashville, TN, Wendy has been married to 
Eugene Garcia for 23 years. They have two sons, Austin, a 
sophomore at Carnegie Mellon University, and JT, a Junior 
at Saint Mary’s Hall. Wendy was formerly Associate Dean 
of Students at the University of New Mexico, but stopped 
out soon after Austin was born.  In addition to parenting, 
she has engaged in many church, school and community 

activities including starting a New Family Mentor Program and Athletic Booster 
Program at Saint Mary’s Hall as well as being Room and Team Mom for count-
less classes and sports teams. The Garcia family joined First Presbyterian Church 
thirteen years ago, soon after moving to San Antonio. Wendy loved her involve-
ment in Children’s Ministry both as a Committee Member and Sunday School 
teacher and serving the Youth during Urban Plunge many years ago, but her most 
meaningful experience was serving as the Chair of the Youth Committee through 
the transition of multiple Directors and Pastors. Time and again, God has placed 
her with groups in transition, and she enjoys the challenge that brings. She looks 
forward to continuing the work in progress as FPC seeks to transform our com-
munity by living to make Jesus visible.

JIM DANIELL
Jim Daniell is a proud First Pres Lifer, baptized by Rev. 
George Mauze, and a third generation member. He is 
married to Kelly Stieren Daniell as they are approaching 
the 31st anniversary of their marriage conducted in part 
by Louis Zbinden. They have three children, Wilson (28), 
Corinne (24) and Amy (22). Jim is President of JD Prop-
erties, a commercial real estate investment and manage-
ment company. He has served as chairman of the Board of 

Deacons and as an Elder, President of the Boards of Mission Road Ministries and 
CAM. Currently, he is a Wing Leader of the South Texas region of Angel Flight 
South Central. He is excited and humbled by the opportunity to serve again as an 
Elder. 

KATIE FARRIMOND
Katie Farrimond has been a member of FPC since the age 
of 5.  She is the daughter of Pastor Emeritus Louis Zbinden 
and his wife Kip.  She is married to Brent, and they have 
three children - Mollie (20), Hunter (18), and Abbie (18). 
Katie works for University Health System as Team Leader 
at Reeves Rehabilitation Outpatient Therapy Clinic.  She 
has been involved in several FPC ministries, but for the 

past eight years, her focus has been teaching sixth grade Sunday School.



RICK JORDAN
Rick Jordan and his family joined FPC in 2004. Rick and 
his wife, Nina, celebrated the March marriage of their 
24-year-old daughter Emily to Juan Valencia, a marine 
officer based in California. Their 26-year-old daughter, 
Hannah, lives in Charlottesville, VA and works in market-
ing. Rick is the co-founder and chief financial officer of a 
software security company, SecureLogix Corporation. Rick 

has been richly blessed by many friends at FPC who encourage and challenge him 
in his walk with Jesus.

MARTHA MAYNARD
Martha Maynard has been a member of this church for 
over 30 years and during that time attended mission trips 
to the Yucatan and Kenya, served on the Strategic Planning 
Task Force, the Youth Committee and helps lead 7th Grade 
Sunday School. She is employed as the Chief Marketing Of-
ficer for the San Antonio Stock Show & Rodeo. Her hobbies 
include snow skiing, fly-fishing, hiking, swimming and al-

most anything outdoors. Martha has relished witnessing how God keeps His hand 
firmly and lovingly on our congregation. She is enthusiastic about this season of 
change in our downtown surroundings and in the life of our church, and consid-
ers it a privilege to listen, learn, and serve Jesus as a member here.

BUTCH GERFERS
Butch Gerfers joined FPC in 2001 and is married to Nancy. 
He currently serves as Comptroller for Biltmore Construc-
tion and Development. Butch served as the FPC Church 
Administrator from 1997 to 2007 after a 26-year career in 
the plumbing products industry. He is a sixth-generation 
San Antonio resident. Butch has served on the Steward-
ship & Finance Committee and the Property Maintenance 

Committee. He also serves as an FPC member on the boards of Presbyterian Mo-
Ranch and Morningside Ministries. He is a Past Chairman of the Church Supplies 
and Services Co-Op in Houston and also serves as President of the Coker Ceme-
tery Association.
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RUSSELL WILLIAMS
Russell Williams started attending FPC regularly in 2007, 
and officially became a member in January of 2010. Felicity 
is his wonderful wife, who he met while attending FPC. 
They live in Terrill Hills with their small dog and enjoy 
spending time with family and friends. He is an architect at 
Overland Partners. One of his most fulfilling aspects with 
FPC is serving as a deacon over the past three years. As 

part of the diaconate, he has had the opportunity to pray with and get to know the 
church family at FPC. He also enjoys serving on the usher team in the traditional 
service and has served on the property and maintenance committee. He really 
enjoys being involved in construction-related service projects like our Project 240 
with Habitat for Humanity.

BETSY ZACHRY
Betsy Zachry and her husband, Powell, joined First Pres-
byterian in 1994. They are blessed to have three girls, 
Catherine, Jennifer, and Christine. Catherine is a graduate 
of Texas A&M and is attending UT Law School. Jennifer 
is graduating from Washington and Lee this May, with a 
degree in Neuroscience. She will be taking a gap year before 
pursuing her PhD. Christine is a sophomore Business ma-

jor with a focus on finance, and a religion minor at Rhodes College in Memphis. 
Betsy’s profession is a homemaker and volunteer in the Church and community. 
Hands down, praying with someone in need of Spiritual support is truly her great-
est privilege. She hadn’t specifically thought of this as a ministry, but she tries to 
never be too busy to stop and pray with someone who is hurting. Betsy has been 
mentored by some incredible Christians in this Church, who have demonstrated 
humbleness and the face of Jesus in their actions. She is so grateful to have known 
Sissy Orsinger and to know George and Sandy Sturch and so many others who 
teach through their actions.
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MIKE MUNROE
Mike Munroe first joined First Presbyterian with his moth-
er and father in 1985, and after living and working in other 
cities, he re-joined in 2007. He and his wife, Mary Claire, 
have two wonderful daughters: Sarah (in Chicago) and 
Amy (in St. Paul). He believes that the greatest joy in life 
is being a disciple of Jesus Christ – abiding in Him, learn-
ing from Him, thanking Him and imitating Him in our 

own lives.  In his service to the church, God has especially blessed him through 
mission experiences, from swinging hammers at Project 240 to having fellow-
ship with fellow Christians in India, Malawi and Mexico.  It is certainly true that 
in Christ, there is no East or West, and that His kingdom is one great fellowship 
throughout the whole wide Earth.  

Elder in Class 2018



KAY BETH BARR
Kay Beth Barr started attending FPC while a student at 
Trinity University and joined in 1975. She and her husband, 
David, were married at FPC in 1979, and their children, 
Kyle and Ashley, were both baptized and confirmed here. 
She and David have 3 grandchildren: Lane Barr, Poppy 
Barr, and Jobe Warren (JW) Jackson. She retired last June 
after 31 years of teaching (30 in kindergarten and one in 

first grade). Having previously served on the diaconate and the session, both were 
life-changing for her as she looked inward at her own faith walk during training 
and then moved outward to serve all ages in various capacities throughout the 
years.

Deacons in Class 2020

ROBERT DULLNIG
Robert Dullnig joined the church around 1982. He has 
been married to Linda Gail for seven years. They have three 
boys: George Rolle and Frank Curry are their two-year-
old twin boys, and Robert Allen Dullnig Jr. (Rad) is five 
years old. Robert has been a ranch real estate broker with 
Kuper Sothebys for 18 years. Ushering with his oldest son 
and seeing all three boys attend Sunday school day care in 

the same place that he did, has been the most rewarding aspect of his ministry at 
FPC. Having been confirmed by Ron Scates, and now having him serve as senior 
pastor, is also fulfilling. Another fulfilling aspect is that Robert’s dad was raised in 
this church, and his mother has been a deacon for years. 

TOWNSEND DURBIN
Townsend Durbin joined the church in 1988. She and her 
husband, John, have two sons, ages 23 and 21. In the past, 
she has served as a Sunday School teacher, VBS teacher and 
chairman, Elder, and on PNC. One of her many blessings 
of serving on new ministries is the new, lifelong friendships 
that God provides!



LAWRENCE (LARRY) FISCHER
Lawrence (Larry) Fischer, along with his wife, Jan, first 
joined First Presbyterian Church in 1986 after moving to 
San Antonio from the DFW area. They moved to California 
in 2004 and returned in 2014 and rejoined the Church in 
2015. Jan and Larry will be married 48 years this August 
and have two girls – Kimberly and Ashley. Kimberly was 
married in First Pres in 2001 and has three children. Ashley 

is being married April 8, 2017. Larry has been an usher during his time as a mem-
ber of the Church. His walk with Christ started as a child attending Catholic High 
School and College but grew when he joined First Pres. He started to attend bible 
study and learned about a relationship with Jesus. He found that much of his prior 
worship was tied to the physical church presence and his spiritual walk needed 
to be in a personal relationship and not just within the Church building. Jesus is 
where we are – not just in the Church. He enjoys men’s bible study at Schilo’s on 
Thursday mornings. He has had a career in Finance and is Head of Finance for 
the Briscoe Western Art Museum. Prior to his Finance career, he was a US Navy 
carrier pilot.

LEE FOLKES
Lee Folks and his wife, Anne, joined FPC in 1984. They 
have two children, Anne Stuart (29), and Leland “Land” 
(27), who now both live in Austin. Lee is an independent 
wine broker and has been in the wine industry since 1984. 
This will be his fourth rotation as a deacon. The most 
rewarding thing about serving as a deacon to him are the 
faces he sees and the gratefulness he encounters when de-

livering flowers to patients in the hospital or nursing home during a very stressful 
time in their lives.

CARL (TRIPLE) I. FUHRMANN III
Carl “Triple” I.  Fuhrmann III and his wife, Joy, joined First 
Presbyterian Church, San Antonio in 1994. They have been 
married for 25 years this June. They have three daughters 
Jillian (21), Jenna Belle (19) and Carly (16). All three were 
baptized and confirmed at First Presbyterian Church and 
have grown up in the church youth programs. Triple is a 
Managing Director at Merrill Lynch Wealth Management. 

He has been at Merrill Lynch for 24 years. His most rewarding experiences at First 
Presbyterian church have been serving as a shepherd 2nd grade through 5th grade 
with his youngest daughter, Carly, and chairing the Annual Stewardship Cam-
paign. He has also enjoyed his time as a mentor to two incredible confirmands. 
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SALLIE GUY
Sallie Guy was raised at FPC and admitted as a member 
upon completion of Confirmation Class in 1976. She has 
been a member since that time—marrying her husband 
Tom here, raising their children Logan (20) and Maddie (18) 
in FPC, and having them baptized and confirmed here. Sal-
lie is a community volunteer, having served on the boards of 
the National Charity League, Inc., the San Antonio Sympho-

ny League and Missions Road Ministries. Building relationships through the study 
of God’s Word has been the most rewarding aspect of her ministry, and she looks 
forward to serving the church and its members through the Diaconate.

ERIKA PICARD
Erika Picard has been a member of FPC for two years, but 
began attending FPC regularly and tithing in 2010. She and 
Tom Hawkes have been married for 7 1/2 years, and they 
are parents to four children:  Jenna (age 20, Sophomore at 
TTU), Grace and Hannah (ages 16, Sophomores at AHHS) 
and Ian (16, Sophomore at AHHS). Their family loves 
animals, so their four-legged family members include two 

small dogs and two cats. She is the National Accounts Sales Director for Eco Engi-
neering, a Cincinnati-based DBE firm specializing in energy-efficient lighting and 
advanced controls solutions. Being part of a vibrant, urban church like FPC, that 
is rooted in such a strong, historically-relevant foundation, has been a blessing for 
her. FPC has significantly shaped her spiritual development, more than any other 
church from childhood or young adult life. FPC’s commitment to local and global 
missions has provided her with opportunities to serve in ways that have had a 
profound impact on her life and faith. Personally, being part of a Small Group and 
developing relationships with members of our Congregation, has been life-chang-
ing. Erika sees herself as a work-in-progress, and FPC continues to holistically 
influence her spiritual growth and discipleship. 

SARAH QUIRK
Sarah Quirk joined First Presbyterian Church in 1979. 
She is married to Will Quirk, and they have four children: 
Ben(28), Hillary(26), Alex (24) and Stephanie (21). She 
enjoys working at Children’s Day Out every Thursday. It 
has been a blessing to them to raise their children at FPC, 
a very active and urban Church. Here they have shared 
wonderful times feeding the homeless under the bridge, 

working on Habitat for Humanity houses, hosting students for Christmas Inter-
national, serving meals at Loaves and Fishes, Mission trips and many other local 
mission projects. Sarah looks forward to serving as a Deacon.
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CARTER RAY
Carter Ray is the 25-year-old son of Pam and Tom Ray. 
After graduation from Texas A&M University in 2014, 
Carter moved back to San Antonio to work in the family 
meat business. He enjoys hunting, snow skiing, music, 
sports, and fellowship with friends. Carter joined the life of 
the church through confirmation and remains being active 
in the church. He participates in young adult Bible study, 

is a member of the young adults committee, has served on two pastor-nominat-
ing committees, and has served on local/international mission trips. His favorite 
mission trip was to Haiti, where he grew and matured in his walk by faithfully dis-
cerning God’s call to step out of his comfort zone. Carter’s most fulfilling aspect of 
his ministry is playing drums in the 11:02 worship team. He believes worship, “is 
about ministering to the Lord. It’s about the sacred relationship of love between 
God and man.”

LAURA SASSER
Laura Sasser joined FPC about five years ago. She is mar-
ried to Trebes, and they have four married children and 
nine grandchildren. Trebes and she have enjoyed working 
with the young adults at FPC. Laura loves her Women of 
the Church Circle 1/12 and working with the children at 
Vacation Bible School.

HARRY SCHWETHELM
Harry Schwethelm is a fifth generation Texan who was 
baptized at the First Presbyterian Church in Kerrville. He 
married Ellen Boone in 1970, and they have three grown 
children. Two of the three children are married. He and 
his wife have one grandchild, a little boy aged twenty-one 
months. Harry has spent more than forty years in the 
commercial real estate business and was a co-founder of 

San Antonio-based Trinity Real Estate Finance in 1996. He and his wife have been 
members at First Presbyterian Church San Antonio since 1993. The Church has 
provided, among other important gifts, a weekly Bible Study, which has enlarged 
his understanding of Scripture through close study and lively discussion.
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ANDREA TAYLOR
Andrea Taylor and her husband, James, happily joined FPC 
in September of 2010. They have resided in San Antonio 
for over seventeen years with their two rescued Labs. Her 
professional work has been in Real Estate Management with 
charitable positions such as Executive Director for Habi-
tat for Humanity and Volunteer Coordinator at Give Kids 
the World/Make a Wish. James has been Sales Director for 

Aircraft Sales and Acquisitions for McCreery Aviation for twenty-three years and 
is a supporter for Pilots n Paws Rescues. Andrea has been blessed to serve as Circle 
21 Chair for over three years, and is drawn to ministry for women and the elderly. 
She has attended Sunday School (Genesis & Christian Thinkers) and Wednesday 
Evening Bible Studies. James has been an Usher for over five years. It is a special joy 
for Andrea to support Young Lives and to see how “Making Jesus Visible” encourag-
es and strengthens the young mothers and their babies.

JOYCE ALCALA VALDEZ
Joyce Alcala Valdez’s family joined FPC in August 1972 when 
they moved to San Antonio from El Paso, Texas. Her father 
(Hazael) and her mother (Oralia) both served as officers 
at FPC. She is married to Mario Valdez, and they have two 
daughters, Alisa and Nicole. They have three granddaughters 
and are expecting their first grandson in August. Joyce has 
been a bookkeeper at Providence Risk and Insurance Ser-

vices for the past seventeen years and at AHUMC for eight years before that. She 
is blessed to have several rewarding opportunities at FPC. Joyce was a Children’s 
Sunday School teacher with her brother Aaron. She attends Women’s Bible Studies 
and has been on several retreats. She looks forward to this opportunity to be God’s 
servant and Make Jesus Visible. 

NICHOLAS VALENTI
Nicholas Valenti grew up in a Presbyterian Church in Mich-
igan and was happy to find FPC San Antonio in 2013. It has 
been a great, natural fit for him and has made San Antonio 
really feel like home. Nicholas is a Financial Planner. He en-
joys his job because he gets to educate and help families with 
their goals. He is honored to serve as a Deacon at FPC and 
will do his best to make Jesus visible by being a comforting 

and inspiring friend.
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LESLIE WALTER
Leslie Walter has been working and teaching in the Deaf 
Education field for 30 years and has been at Sunshine Cot-
tage School for Deaf Children for 26 years.  She is currently 
Director of Community Outreach and Alumni Relations.  
She serves on the Executive Board of The Association for 
Women in Communications and has been the Silent Auc-
tion Chair for two years raising funds to provide scholar-

ships for women returning to college to complete a degree in communications.  
Leslie has a cherished daughter, Heather Walter, living in Dallas who is recently 
engaged and a loving rescued lab named Sawyer. She has been a Stephen Minister 
for two years and loves being a member of First Presbyterian Church, where her 
walk with Jesus has taken her to a closer relationship with Him. She looks forward 
to serving God in every capacity He calls her to serve and prays for His guidance, 
His will, and His wisdom through her continued journey with Him.

JAMES WOLFF
James Wolff joined First Presbyterian Church with his wife 
and family in February of 2001. Lisa and he are blessed 
with two daughters, Barrett and Carson, both who were 
baptized at FPC. He is a graduate of The University of Texas 
and Southern Methodist University. He operates Oakdell 
Pharmacy. His most meaningful experiences at church have 
been spending time as a confirmation class mentor and 

serving on an usher team.
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MARK MEADOR
Mark Meador joined First Presbyterian Church by way 
of his confirmation class led by Ron Scates during the 
late 1980s.  Before becoming a member, he attended First 
Presbyterian with his parents (Orvis and Jo Lynne Meador, 
Jr.) and grandmother (Mildred Meador) who are/were 
members of the Church. He has been married to Chris-
ty for nearly 17 years, and they have two wonderful and 

hard-working children—Maddox Meador (12) and Eloise Meador (10)—who 
attend Sunday School classes at First Presbyterian Church. Maddox attends 6th 
grade at the Alamo Heights Junior School and enjoys playing on the Mules middle 
school lacrosse team, the juniors golf program at the San Antonio Country Club, 
and is busy with Boy Scouts. Eloise attends 5th grade at Woodridge Elementary 
and enjoys playing softball, volleyball, golf and the piano. Mark has worked for 
NuStar Energy L.P. and Valero Energy for nearly 15 years. Prior to that, he was 
employed by Arthur Andersen in Houston for nearly seven years. He is current-
ly a Vice President in the Marketing and Business Development department at 
NuStar Energy L.P.  The most rewarding aspect of his ministry at FPC has been 
accepting Jesus Christ as his Lord and Savior and being able to share that with 
others by way of mouth and giving back to the community.
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