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Since two of our young-
er children are now in 
college, I suppose Stacie 
and I can be categorized 
as “empty nesters.”  As 
such, we have looked 
to find new activities to 
embark upon together. 
One of our favorites 

is working together in the kitchen in hopes of 
creating the perfect meal.  Amazingly, through 
our trials and tribulations, internet searches, 
cookbooks and cooking shows, we have come to 
the realization that some of our favorite foods 
were originally considered undesirable. Cheap 
cuts relegated to the impoverished and slaves. 
I am talking about popular foods such as gum-
bo, brisket, tacos, catfish, chicken wings, fajitas 
and countless others. These were considered 
the worst of foods and completely unwanted.  
So what happened? Well, those that could only 
afford such “detestable” foods realized that these 
dishes had real value that had yet to be uncov-
ered. They discovered that through patience, 
creativity, love and dedication, the true greatness 
of the delicacies could be revealed, and become 
one of the most desired and sought after of 
meals. Don’t we see the exact same thing with 
our Father when He takes the worst and trans-
forms it into the most sought after? A murderer 
becomes a deliverer, a poor goat herder a king, a 
sinless man on the cross becomes a savior. And 
He does the same in our everyday lives. He takes 
the parts of our lives that everyone else wishes 
to discard and through patience, creativity, love, 
and dedication prepares it just perfectly, until 
the true greatness of what we have to offer is 
ready to be revealed to the world in His glory.  
So I ask you, what do you have cooking?

We are off to a good start for 2016, thanks to your continued faithful support and commitment. The actual 
year-to-date (YTD) surplus is particularly important, since searches are underway to fill the budgeted po-
sitions of Associate/Assistant Pastor for Christian Education, Director of Youth Ministry, Director of Older 
Adult Ministries, and Director of Missions. In addition, we welcome Rev. Dr. Steve Walsh as our new Assistant 
Pastor of Congregational Care. To God be the glory!
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WELCOME NEW STAFF
Steve Walsh

Operating Fund Budget  Actual YTD Budget YTD           + / -
Total Revenues 667,991 690,699 - 22,707
Total Operating 446,422 520,832 - 74,410
Expenditures
Total Benevolences 35,669  44,936 - 9,267
FUND TfR FROM OPERATING RESERVE 0 0 0
Net Income/Loss 185,900 124,931 + 60,970

Steve Walsh,
Assistant Pastor of 
Congregational Care

Steve grew up in 
Thousand Oaks, Cali-
fornia. In 1970, he en-
listed as an infantry-
man in the California 

National Guard and later became an officer.  
After earning his Green Beret from the U.S. 
Army Special Forces School at Ft. Bragg, N.C., 
he served in a variety of Special Forces Groups.  
He is a graduate of the University of South-
ern California film school with experience in 
radio, television, and later newspapers. After 
earning his M.B.A. from Pepperdine Universi-
ty, he started his own company and published 
magazines until his calling to the ministry.
 
While attending Fuller Theological Seminary, 
he started the chaplaincy of the Bakersfield 
City Fire Department where the Lord gave him 
hands on experience in crisis ministry. After 
ordination in 1988, he returned to uniformed 
service as a PCUSA chaplain in the U.S. Army.  
His military career took him all over the world 
including the Panama Invasion, Gulf War I, 
two tours in Iraq and seven months in Haiti as 
part of a UN peacekeeping force. In 2002 he 
earned his D. Min from Columbia Seminary.
 
His wife Lisa hails from the great state of 
Oklahoma and is a certified Texas elementa-
ry school teacher. She has taught students in 
both Texas and North Carolina. She currently 
spends time volunteering and working for 
the Boerne Independent School District. An 
adult son Michael works in California, their 
daughter Caitlyn is a sophomore at Schreiner 
University in Kerrville and their youngest son 
Joseph is a fifth grader at Fabra Elementary 
school in Boerne where they make their home.  
The family enjoys attending a variety of sport-
ing events (Go Spurs!), travel and visiting local 
attractions. 

Moments to hold close 
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Beyond the Stained Glass | BY Chris VIA

Welcome to “Beyond the 
Stained Glass“! My name is 
Chris Via and I’m the Direc-
tor of University and Young 
Adult Ministries here at FPC. 
I’m really excited to begin 
this column with y’all, which 
I hope will be a great place 
to discuss the world around 

us from a millennial point of view. Whether you’re 
married or single, chasing after kids or relaxing on 
the couch, living your dream job or punching a time 
clock, I want this space to be something that can in-
form how you live your life on a day-to-day basis. 

“Great,” you might be thinking, “one more person 
who’s telling me how to live.” I don’t blame you for 
your frustration. In our hyper-connected world, it’s 
exhausting the number of avenues that are telling us 
how to live, why to live, and what to live for. Facebook, 
Instagram, Snapchat, Apple News, People Magazine, 
Presidential candidates, and many others compete for 
our attention. For many of you, your parents grew up 
in a world where the Church would be an obvious part 
of this used-to-be-much-shorter list. However, in this 
“post-Christian” society, the Church has lost its status, 
its relevance. The Church no longer dictates culture, 
or even influences it, really, for that matter. Not only 

is orange the new black, but up is the new down, left 
is the new right, and reality stars are the new presi-
dential candidates. And the Truth that we know from 
Scripture, from what the culture tells us anyway, is 
seemingly more and more “out of touch.”

This makes it much more difficult for us, as believers, 
to know how to navigate this culture. If you’re any-
thing like me, the answers seem much easier when 
I’m worshipping on a Sunday. But once I go to the 
grocery store, talk to the fourth (or fifth…or tenth) 
internet company representative in the same call, or 
have a quick chat with another parent as we’re picking 
up our kids from school, it seems tougher. How do 
we interact with, and even more importantly, love a 
world that continually tries to deny its brokenness? It’s 
one thing to sing about it or pray prayers about it on a 
Sunday morning, but it’s another thing entirely to put 
it into practice on a Monday morning with coworkers, 
a Wednesday afternoon running kids to practices and 
lessons, or a Friday night when we’re out with friends. 

Once we get “beyond the stained glass” of the church, 
what do we do? That’s what I hope to wrestle with in 
this monthly column, because we can’t stay insulated 
anymore. This faith thing that we engage in must carry 
us out. A relationship with the Lord only works if it’s 
happening on days other than Sunday as well. Jesus’ 
call is for us to go. So…let’s go.


