Thursday Bible Study
November 16, 2017
Jude 3 - 23
To commemorate the 500th anniversary of The Reformation, we’ve focused this semester on Biblical texts that remind us that God’s people have always needed reformation… and always will.  “The Church reformed… always reforming… according to the Word of God.”  Occasionally, someone will say to me, “We need to get back to being like the first century church.”  Only people who are unfamiliar with the New Testament would ever make a comment like that.  Luther and Calvin were trying to reform the church to be like the 4th century church… often referred to as “The Golden Age of Theology.”
The Epistle of Jude reveals how all is not well in the early church just decades removed from Jesus’ Ascension.

1.  How would you define what constitutes our “common salvation” that Jude refers to in v3?
2. A.  What is the main purpose of this letter according to v3?  
B.  What does this mean for you and me today in terms of “reformation”?

3. In v4, Jude lays four charges against a group of ungodly heretics who have infiltrated the church.  What are they?

4. “A white fencepost, unless it is continually repainted, will eventually turn black.” – G.K. Chesterton.  In vv5-7, Jude gives three illustrations of “fenceposts” that were not repainted.  What are they?
5. Consult a Bible dictionary—or Google “Michael battles the devil in the Assumption of Moses” (v9).  A.  What did you learn?  
B.  What’s the point Jude is making here?

6. In vv10-13, Jude uses the imagery of wild beasts, hidden reefs, shepherds, clouds, trees, and waves to describe the ungodly folks who have infiltrated the early church.  What’s the main point that he is trying to get across with this imagery?

7. Church health should be a high priority for any congregation.  Verse 16 describes some of the disease that has metastasized across the early church.  Do you see any parallels here with the 21st century church?  What are they?
8. Verses 17 & 18 make clear that Christ’s church will be in continual need of reformation until He returns.  A.  Are we in the “last times” mentioned in v18?  
B.  What havoc are these ungodly people wreaking in the church?
9. According to Jude, in vv20-23, how are the early Christians —and you and me today—to bring about reformation?
1

