Thursday Bible Study
October 26, 2017
Ezekiel 37:1-28
This is one of the classic Old Testament texts that give the people of God hope for renewal and reformation when times are dark.  Verses 1-14 constitute the “haphtarah” (a reading from the prophets) for the Passover and its Sabbath day in our current time.  The historical context of this chapter is perhaps the low point in the history of Israel – The Exile. The nation of Israel has become “de-formed” into two rival kingdoms – Israel and Judah – and both have been carted off into exile.  It is into this darkness that Ezekiel delivers his prophecy.

1. In the times of deepest darkness – when God’s people are in the greatest need of “re-formation”, according to vv1 & 2, who always initiates reformation?
2. In exile, Israel and Judah wonder if it’s all over for them as a people.  The possibility of annihilation is foremost on their minds.  They are the valley of dry bones.  To this fear of a destiny of death, what is Ezekiel’s message in vv1-6?

3. A.  What is the result of Ezekiel’s prophecy in vv7 & 8? 
B.  What is missing?  (Consult a Bible dictionary on the word “breath”.)

4. A.  What is the result of Ezekiel’s second prophecy in vv9 & 10? 
B.  What are some other “reformational” instances in Scripture where “wind”, “breath”, and “spirit” play a decisive role?

5. Verses 11-14 contain Ezekiel’s third prophecy.  What promises does God make in the face of Israel’s darkness?
6. A.  What do the two sticks in vv15-18 signify?  
B.  How does God “re-form” the two sticks in v19?

7. What promises does God make in vv21 & 22?

8. The continual problem of idolatry surfaces once again in v23 as the key reason that reformation is desperately needed.  A.  How does God re-form Israel’s idolatry?  
B.  What is the result?

9. A.  What reformation promises are made by God, through Ezekiel, in vv24 & 25?  
B.  What is meant by “David will be their prince forever”?
10. What promises are made in vv26-28?

11. Throughout Ezekiel 37 do you see any hints or foreshadowing of the coming of Christ?
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