Thursday Bible Study Questions

Revelation 3: 1- 6
The Church in Sardis
March 23, 2017
1. A. What do we learn about Jesus in v1?  
B. Why is it erroneous – even somewhat blasphemous – to say, “I go to so-and-so’s church?”

2. Every local church has a reputation. 
A. According to v1, what is the church in Sardis reputation?  
B. Does it match reality?  
C. What’s Christ’s verdict about the Sardis church?  
D. What does this mean?

3. A. Why is it dangerous for us to ever declare a church to be “dead”?  
B. Why is it OK for Jesus to make such a diagnosis?

4. A good “church health” question to ask in regard to your own congregation is, “If the church I attend were to totally vanish today, would anyone notice?”  How would you answer that question about the congregation you belong to?

5. A. Is the Sardis church totally dead?  
B. What in v2 might give you pause? 
C. What does Christ call the Christians in Sardis to do to remedy what’s wrong?
6. A. If the Sardis church does not heed Christ’s warning, what does Christ say He will do (v3)?  
B. How is this similar to His Second Coming (see 1 Thessalonians 5:1-6; 2 Peter 3:10)?

7. Throughout Scripture in what is called a “remnant theology” – God always preserves a remnant of His people.  A. How do we see that theology working itself out in Sardis (v4)?  
B. How might this be a word of hope amidst a 21st century American context where the church is in decline?

8. A. What great promise is given to the Christians in Sardis who “wake up” in v5? 
B. How does this compare or contrast with what Jesus says in Matthew 10:32-33?

9. What reputation do you want your church to have as she attempts to navigate the 21st post-Christian culture of America?
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