Abraham, Sarah and the God who Keeps His Promises:

Episode 6: Anticipation and Patience
February 15, 2018

Read: Genesis 16:1-16, 17:15-18:15
Abram and Sarai grew impatient with God and thought that they could find a short-cut to God’s promise. One of our greatest temptations is believing that we can’t wait for God and that we have to take matters into our own hands instead of trusting Him.  

1. What did Sarai tell Abram to do in the light of their childlessness? (16:1-2)
2. How did Sarai respond after Hagar became pregnant? (16:4-6)
3. What happened to Hagar after she fled from Sarai? (16:7-16)
4. Why was it wrong for Abram to have a child by Hagar?
5. How did the Lord promise to bless Sarai? (17:15-16)
6. How did Abraham respond to the Lord's promise? (17:17-18)
7. What promises did the Lord make with respect to Isaac and Ishmael? (17:19-21)
8. What did Abraham do when God had finished speaking to him? (17:23-27)
9. Who visited Abraham, and how did Abraham respond to their visit? (18:2-8)
10. What did Abraham's visitors tell him, and how did Sarah respond to their message? (18:9-12)
11. How did Sarah respond when the Lord confronted her? (18:13-15)
12. How did the “solution” of a child actually increase Abram and Sarai’s problems?
13. What name did Hagar give to God—and why? (Gen. 16:13)
14. Have you ever been tempted to take matters into your own hands because you thought that God was taking too long to answer your prayers? What warning signs should you be aware of as you choose between right and wrong actions?
15. What are some of the unexpected sources of temptation that have been a problem for you in the past?

