Abraham, Sarah and the God who Keeps His Promises:

Episode 3: Abram and Lot—Trouble in the Family, and Beyond

January 25, 2018
Read Genesis 13:1-14:16

In the chapters leading up to the story we read today, we are told that Abraham had just experienced several big, unsettling, emotional events.  At age seventy-five, he left his home, his father’s house, and moved his household to a land that God had promised to give to him. Because of a famine, he and his retinue were forced to go south to Egypt.  His wife Sarai, who was beautiful, caught the eye of the Pharaoh of Egypt and for a time Pharaoh took her into his palace. Later Abram and Sarai returned to Canaan and grew in wealth and stature. This created conflict with his own nephew Lot, leading to a split of the family and even bigger problems down the road.
1. What happened to Abram after he left Egypt? (13:1-2)
2. What were the main events described in these verses? (13:1-14:24)
3. What problem arose between Abram and Lot? (13:5-7)
4. What solution did Abram propose? (13:8-9)
5. What land did Lot choose? Why? (13:10-11)
6. Where did Abram and Lot end up living? (13:12)
7. How did the author describe Sodom? (13:13)
8. What did the Lord tell Abram he was going to give him? (13:14-18)

9. What happened to Lot while he was living in Sodom? (14:11-12) 
             

10. What did Abram do when he found out what had happened to Lot? (14:13-16)
11. What lessons can be learned from the way Abram resolved his conflict with Lot?
12. What do you think is inevitable and is avoidable about conflict between family members?
13. How do you generally deal with conflicts?
14. For what sort of things do you find it hard to depend on other people?

15. How do our choices in life reflect our values and character?
16. What sort of values and considerations should guide our decision-making process?
17. What lessons can be learned from Abram's rescue of Lot?

